Document Accession #: 20210907-5003 Filed Date: 09/07/2021

Pamela C Graben, Auburn, AL.

I am a homeowner on Lake Harris. Please change the winter water drop level
from 8 feet to 5 feet. The current winter pool of 785 is too drastic and

affects enjoyment of the lake. A higher winter pool allows for a longer
boating season and better views of the lake.



Document Accession #: 20210907-5002 Filed Date: 09/07/2021

Kraig Kasler, Wedowee, AL.

As a property owner on Lake Wedowee it has come to my attention the the
preliminary proposal to FERC eliminated the proposal to raise the winter
water levels. I know 1t is my feeling as well as the vast majority of local
residents that 1 talk to that this is simply unfair. The proposal and
rationale should be fully considered just as it was in Lake Martin when they
were successful dropping their winter level by 7 feet instead of the previous
10. This decision has hurt the local residents, the businesses that are
trying to support the residents and surrounding community, and the value of
the properties and associated taxes. 1 strongly suggest the proposal be
submitted to FERC for theilr review.



Document Accession #: 20210907-5098 Filed Date: 09/07/2021

James Rice, Wedowee, AL.

I am petitioning to raise the winter level on RL Harris Reservoir from 785"
above sea level to 787" above sea level. This 2" difference in lake level
will improve the winter usage, fishing, and fish spawn in the spring while
still mitigating the risk of flood. This action would also have a positive
economic impact on the town of Wedowee and Randolph County; as well as,
Alabama Power.



Document Accession #: 20210907-5101 Filed Date: 09/07/2021

Richard Burnes, Wedowee, AL.
My wife and 1 are full time residents on the lake and have been participating

in the Relicensing process from the beginning. We understood that an some
increase in the winter pool level would be proposed. Our dock is useless at
the current level. An increase of 2 feet would just barely work and 3 feet
would be great. Please consider this.



Document Accession #: 20210907-5106 Filed Date: 09/07/2021

Nancy W Burnes, Wedowee, AL.

I am a stakeholder of R. L. Harris Reservoir. At low pool our dock is totally
unusable. 1 would like to see low pool changed to a minimum lowered of 5 feet
rather than 8 feet. This would make a tremendous difference in our use of
Lake Wedowee during low pool.



Document Accession #: 20210907-5171 Filed Date: 09/07/2021

Casey T Patrick, SMYRNA, GA.

I recently learned that Alabama Power did not include the proposal to raise
the winter water level while other lakes in the area(Weiss & Logan Martin)
were approved to raise their winter pool level. Unfortunately this proposal
does not provide for improved water levels for more year round recreation of
our lake and 1 formally request this be reconsidered. As a landowner, 1 feel
it is imperative that the winter pool be raised to improve the use of said
land and the value of surrounding properties. 1 appreciate your cooperation
and consideration on this matter and look forward to hearing back from you.



APC Harris Relicensing

From: Smith, Chris <Chris.Smith@dcnr.alabama.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, September 7, 2021 2:14 PM

To: Anderegg, Angela Segars; Baker, Jeffery L.; Fleming, Amanda; Fobian, Todd; McVicar, Ashley M; Mills,
Tina L.; Kelly Schaeffer; Seale, Brian T.; Smith, Sheila C.; Sandra Wash

Cc: Gauldin, Keith; Carlee, Jason

Subiject: RE: Harris Relicensing - August 26 meeting summary

Attachments: Skyline-APC Lands WMP Items.docx

EXTERNAL MAIL: Caution Opening Links or Files

Please find attached the information associated with Wildlife Section actions items from the 8/26 meeting.

We can likely provide shapefile(s) soon, but currently our map/gis person is busy finalizing maps associated with our
WMA and new signage for WMAs statewide.

From: Anderegg, Angela Segars <ARSEGARS@southernco.com>

Sent: Tuesday, September 7, 2021 8:55 AM

To: Jeff Baker <jefbaker@southernco.com>; Fleming, Amanda <afleming@southernco.COM>; Fobian, Todd
<Todd.Fobian@dcnr.alabama.gov>; McVicar, Ashley M <AMMcVica@southernco.com>; Mills, Tina L.
<tImills@southernco.com>; Kelly Schaeffer <kelly.schaeffer@kleinschmidtgroup.com>; Seale, Brian T.
<BTSeale@southernco.com>; Smith, Sheila C. <SCSMITH@southernco.com>; Smith, Chris
<Chris.Smith@dcnr.alabama.gov>; Sandra Wash <Sandra.Wash@KleinschmidtGroup.com>

Cc: Gauldin, Keith <Keith.Gauldin@dcnr.alabama.gov>; Carlee, Jason <JCARLEE@southernco.com>
Subject: Harris Relicensing - August 26 meeting summary

Good morning,

Attached is a summary from August 26" meeting concerning the Harris WMP.
Thanks,

Angie Anderegg

Hydro Services

(205)257-2251
arsegars@southernco.com




Roads (Skyline APC Lands)

32 miles of roads maintained with a road grader, dozer, and gravel deliveries as needed.

7 gates are maintained.

Wildlife Openings (Skyline APC Lands)

42 acres of wildlife openings/ food plots on the area. They are typically in rotation, if they do
not get planted, they are still managed by disking each year. Equipment used includes: Tractors,
disc, spreaders, sprayers, rotary cutters.

In 2020/2021 16 food plots were planted (cool season grains and/or perennial legumes).
Additionally, there is around 210 acres of other openings (native grass stands, early
successional fields, etc.) that have been maintained by either mowing, disking, or prescribed
fire.

Primitive Camping Areas (Skyline APC Lands)

There are 2 designated campgrounds on APC property (Big Coon and Little Coon Valley).

Prescribed Fire/Fire Breaks

After coordinating with Brandon Thompson (APCO) this year, we will be utilizing the services of
the AL Forestry Commission to carry out prescribed fire on a larger scale in upcoming years.

Nesting Structures and Waterholes (Skyline APC Lands)

There are no known nesting structures on the site, at least none that have been installed by
Skyline employees. No man-made water installments have been done, but there are a handful
of ponds on the property that are monitored and maintained as needed (mainly debris
removal).



HARRIS DAM

‘“ R. L. Harris Hydroelectric Project

~=TN FERC No. 2628

Meeting Summary
Harris Relicensing Meeting
August 26, 2021
10:00 am — 10:40 am
Microsoft Teams Meeting

Participants:
Angie Anderegg — Alabama Power Company (Alabama Power)

Jeff Baker — Alabama Power

Amanda Fleming — Alabama Power

Todd Fobian — Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (ADCNR)
Ashley McVicar — Alabama Power

Tina Mills — Alabama Power

Kelly Schaeffer — Kleinschmidt Associates (Kleinschmidt)

Brian Seale — Alabama Power

Sheila Smith — Alabama Power

Chris Smith - ADCNR

Sandra Wash — Kleinschmidt

Action Items:
Chris Smith (ADCNR) to provide requested information to Alabama Power within two
weeks. Angie Anderegg (Alabama Power) to follow up if not received.

Meeting Summary:

Tina Mills (Alabama Power Company (Alabama Power)) opened the meeting and stated the
purpose of the meeting: to discuss comments received from the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission (FERC) on the Wildlife Management Plan (WMP) during the July 22, 2021 HAT
(Harris Action Team) 4 Meeting, as well as written comments provided on July 29, 2021. Tina
explained that FERC requested clarification on past activities as well as what protection,
mitigation, and enhancement (PM&E) measures and associated management actions would be
continued in the future at Skyline.

Tina noted that the Background section of the Draft WMP presented during the HAT 4 meeting
included details on management actions that would be discontinued in the future. To minimize
confusion, Tina explained that the discontinued management actions will be removed from the
draft WMP and presented in the Background section of the Exhibit E of the Final License
Application (FLA). Only the proposed management actions will remain in the Draft WMP.

Tina asked ADCNR for additional details regarding nesting structures, wildlife openings,
firebreaks, waterholes, campsites, roads, gates, and plantings at Skyline. Chris Smith (ADCNR)
noted that he would research and provide the number of large/small nesting structures at Skyline,
as well as any use and location information. Chris confirmed ADCNR would provide details
regarding wildlife openings such as their location, size, planting status, etc. Chris noted that
planting status of the wildlife openings rotates yearly and confirmed maintenance of wildlife
openings would be continued in the future. Chris confirmed ADCNR would provide additional
details on methods, materials, and equipment used for plantings at Skyline. Tina noted that
prescribed burning is not currently implemented at Skyline and therefore firebreaks had never



been an established management practice and would not be a proposed PM&E. Chris noted that
additional research would be needed on waterholes. Chris confirmed ADCNR would provide
details regarding the location, number, and maintenance of campsites. Chris noted that all roads
were upgraded to all weather status in 1990 (completed) and ADCNR would provide additional
detail on gate location and maintenance. Chris added that gates are installed to control access and
do not have adjacent fencing. Chris confirmed annual maintenance of wildlife openings,
campsites, roads, and gates would be continued in the future. Tina requested ADCNR to include
any other annual maintenance or management activities (including anything that may not be
mentioned in the Draft WMP) that would be continued in the future. Regarding any location
information, Tina stated that GIS or Shapefiles would be preferred but that hard copies of maps
would suffice.

During the July 22, 2021 HAT 4 Meeting, ADCNR inquired on large tracts of hunting land near
Lake Harris (specifically tracts north of the Highway 48 bridge and along the Big Tallapoosa
arm). Tina presented a map of said lands and confirmed ADCNR’s interest in managing those
areas (approximately 2,100 acres). Tina noted that this information is currently presented in
Section 8.1.1 of the Draft WMP but requires additional details regarding management actions on
roads, wildlife openings, plantings, etc. Tina suggested adding the map within this section of the
Draft WMP. Chris noted that the management actions will likely be similar to those being
continued at Skyline. Tina noted that there are currently managed wildlife openings on the tract
and asked if ADCNR would continue to manage those openings. Chris confirmed.

Tina thanked the participants and the meeting concluded.



Document Accession #: 20210908-5056 Filed Date: 09/08/2021

Jimmy Traylor, chelsea, AL.
Concerning lake levels at Lake Harris....

We are in Malone, 7 miles below Harris Dam and originally the dam was to help
eliminate severe flooding. Three months ago (estimated) we were flooded
after a rainfall above lake Harris. After looking at the data from Alabama
Powers website, 1 selected not move equipment and campers. The lake level
never came above full pool, but Alabama Power opened the flood gates for for
about 6 hours. This was enough to have catastrophic effects on our property
in Malone. 1 lost roughly $40,000.00 in property. If this is flood control,
we do not need this dam.

Prior to the dam, iIf we were to receive the same amount of rain, the river
would not have left the banks. Why did Alabama Power open the flood gates?
IT FERC agrees to a lake level change, we will have more flooding than prior
to the dam. Please keep in mind why the dam was built; flood control was the
primary reason.

Jimmy Traylor
Land Owner below Harris Dam



Document Accession #: 20210909-5039 Filed Date: 09/09/2021

Charles Cook, Wedowee, AL.
Thankful for allowing me to comment.

As a resident living on Harris /Wedowee lake 1 am hopeful that new guidelines
can be licensed for dropping lake levels in future.

My first thought is with the ability today to forecast rain fall with such
accuracy, why are we using 1960 guidelines for water levels and flood
control? Instead of dropping lake level 84€™ why not 44€™ and put into place
procedures to drop more when weather forecast shows possibility of influx of
water. Just start dropping water a few days in advance when needed.

Once again we now have the technology.

Is it necessary to drop the level for the length of time? Could we leave at
summer levels additional two weeks in fall and back two summer level two
weeks earlier?

Maybe a intermediate level for a couple of weeks on both sides of winter
level.

Just my thoughts,
Charles Cook



Document Accession #: 20210910-5002 Filed Date: 09/10/2021

Robin E Bruton, Wedowee, AL.

We are property owners on Lake Wedowee and use the lake year round. We are
requesting that the winter level be raised to a more reasonable level, a
minimum 787 feet above sea level. This will allow more people to enjoy the
lake during the Fall & Winter time. By having the Lake at a higher level will
help the economy of the Towns around the Lake also.



Document Accession #: 20210913-5006 Filed Date: 09/13/2021

William E Coats, Wedowee, AL.

I am writing to express my strong opinion that the winter pool level should
be raised at R.L.Harris just as it was raised at Lake Martin in recent years.
The current winter pool level is excessive, unsightly and dangerous. It
also prohibits most people from being able to afford se their docks for 6

months out of the year.



Document Accession #: 20210913-5154 Filed Date: 09/13/2021

Tut T Smith, Wedowee, AL.

I have owned a lake house on R. L. Harris for 28+ years and over the years
have come to appreciate the advantages of the lake being moved to a winter
pool. While I understand the advantages for lake clean-up, wildlife, flood
control, sea walls etc., I would like to see the level be more reasonable. I
think 4-6 feet could accomplish the items outlined as opposed to the
traditional 8ft. drop.

Thanks for your consideration.



Document Accession #: 20210913-5155 Filed Date: 09/13/2021

Mandy Forrester, Wedowee, AL.

As a home owner and land owner at RL Harris, I would love to see them not
drop the water level at all or drop the water for a specified time (ie:
November to January) in an effort to allow everyone to perform the necessary
repairs, upgrades or additions to their docks, seawalls, etc. When the
water is dropped in the winter months, many people can not access their
stationary docks. Also, lowering of the water creates many additional hazards
such as floating debris which causes damage to docks, boats, humans, the dam,
etc. keeping the water at full pool will allow more people to enjoy the lake
year round which will continue to bring in revenue for the community year
round and not just seasonally.



Document Accession #: 20210913-5156 Filed Date: 09/13/2021

Carl Farmer, Lineville, AL.

It would be nice to see full pool April 1 and until October 1 st give
additional revenue to Lake community. With enough time for shoreline
maintenance. Giving additional time to enjoy lakes.



Document Accession #: 20210913-5166 Filed Date: 09/13/2021

Kelly A Caldwell, Wedowee, AL.

I respectfully object to the preliminary relicensing proposal from Alabama
Power Company in regards to RL Harris reservoir.

As a stakeholder on Lake Wedowee, I believe it to be beneficial that the lake
not be lowered more than 4 feet for winter pool on a yearly basis and then
every 4 years for it to drop 8 feet for more extensive shoreline maintenance.

We have advanced so much technologically that flood concerns from the 1960s
are no longer relevant. We know days ahead of time that significant weather
events are in the area, and I believe Alabama Power Company can mitigate it
as necessary.

If we were to change winter level to 789, it would still allow for shoreline
maintenance but would make more docks accessible throughout the year. that
would translate to more people enjoying the lake year round and also more
dollars would come to our communities. Lake Wedowee is in a relatively poor
county and the economic impact of the lake is significant. Making lake season
longer would definitely benefit the communities because more people would
stay longer.

I understand the main purpose for RL Harris is to generate power, but as it
has evolved for Randolph County the economic impact of the lake is just as
important.



Document Accession #: 20210913-5146 Filed Date: 09/13/2021

Janet D Blalock, Lineville, AL.

Would like to see the winter pool level on Lake Wedowee/R.L. Harris change to
only drop 8 feet every 4 years instead of every year. The other years would
only be dropped by 4 feet.

I would also like to see that full pool extended. Full pool from March 15th
through October 31lst.

thank you!



Document Accession #: 20210913-5191 Filed Date: 09/13/2021

Bart Sims, Carrollton, GA.

Hello. I am a property owner at R.L. Harris or Lake Wedowee. I have a dock
on the Big Tallapoosa River side of the lake that the front of it sits on the
rocks when the water is dropped 10 feet in the winter. Any consideration on
leaving more water in the lake during the winter would be greatly
appreciated. A 4 to 4 ft drop in winter water would be fine. Please leave
the water at a higher level during the winter.



Document Accession #: 20210913-5194 Filed Date: 09/13/2021

Glen Canary, Wedowee, AL.

To whom it may concern. Just wanted to suggest that the draw down on Harris
Lake in Wedowee Al to start on November 1lst. Also only drop the lake level
down to 5 feet during winter pool. Dropping the lake level down so low makes
it hard for many of the residents on the lake to use our floating docks, (
the docks either dond€™t have enough water to get our boats to the dock or
the gain way is so steep we cand€™t walk down them to our dock). If the
winter pool could be only four or five feet below summer pool would help a
lot. Please take this under consideration. Thanks Glen Canary 770-500-0794



Document Accession #: 20210913-5192 Filed Date: 09/13/2021

Derek Witcher, Wedowee, AL.
I would like to request that you think about pushing back winter pool. My

cove will be completely dry late October and I will not have access to the
lake.



Document Accession #: 20210913-5201 Filed Date: 09/13/2021

melanie yearwood, wedowee, AL.

I am a resident/home owner at Lake Wedowee. I think that Lake Wedowee needs
to increase it's water level during the winter months so that we can have
more access to our docks. Water level reduction should be set to a specified
time for those who are wanting to do upgrades or repairs to docks, but i
think it should be at a later date in the year. It also helps with all the
floating debree in the lake that causes damage to docks and boats through out
the regular season. I think they should also restrict the age limit of
drivers on the lake for jetskis to reduce accidents. 13 is not suitable to
drive a motorized vehicle on the water and make good judgements. I also think
that at places that people jump off rocks, or do swings that it should be
permitted, but there should be regulations that all who participate should
have to wear a life jacket. It sad to see young kids jumping off swings and
rocks with no life jackets, and no penalty. Under 18 should be required to
wear a life jacket, just as anyone is who does water sports behind a boat. I
also think it should be mandatory for adults jumping off any of those places
as well. I also think that if AL power is going to sway from rules and
regulations regarding the 800 shoreline if it affects the neighboring
property owners that they should make sure that the property owners agree to
such changes. We had a scenario this season where the rules were bent a good
bent and it has affected our property by doing so.



Document Accession #: 20210914-5003 Filed Date: 09/14/2021

Alison Cerovsky, Wedowee, AL.

I live on Lake Wedowee and feel leaving the lake at the higher pool would be
beneficial to everyone that lives on the lake and everyone who enjoys using
the lake. I think not only could we enjoy the lake year around but it would
be beneficial for the local economy and the state receiving higher tax
revenues.

I object to the preliminary relicensing proposal from Alabama Power Company
in regards to RL Harris reservoir.

As a stakeholder on Lake Wedowee, I believe it to be beneficial that the lake
not be lowered more than 4 feet for winter pool on a yearly basis and then
every 4 years for it to drop 8 feet for more extensive shoreline maintenance.

We have advanced so much technologically that flood concerns from the 1960s
are no longer relevant. We know days ahead of time that significant weather
events are in the area, and I believe Alabama Power Company can mitigate it
as necessary.

If we were to change winter level to 789, it would still allow for shoreline
maintenance but would make more docks accessible throughout the year. that
would translate to more people enjoying the lake year round and also more
dollars would come to our communities. Lake Wedowee is in a relatively poor
county and the economic impact of the lake is significant. Making lake season
longer would definitely benefit the communities because more people would
stay longer.

I understand the main purpose for RL Harris is to generate power, but as it
has evolved for Randolph County the economic impact of the lake is just as
important.



Document Accession #: 20210914-5004 Filed Date: 09/14/2021

Lisa Cook, Wedowee, GA.

Please consider allowing summer lake levels to remain at full pool longer.
When dropping lake level in winter please consider dropping less than current
low winter time levels.

With current weather forecast technology surely storms can be anticipated and
the dam operated accordingly without such drastic water level changes.



Document Accession #: 20210914-5005 Filed Date: 09/14/2021

Robyn Stone, Wedowee, AL.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit a comment as a Wedowee landowner and
stakeholder. I petition the FERC to modify the current preliminary
delicensing proposal from Alabama Power Company for the RL Harris reservoir.

As a landowner on Lake Wedowee, I believe it to be beneficial that the lake
not be lowered more than 4 feet for winter pool on a yearly basis and then
every 4 years for it to drop 8 feet for more extensive shoreline maintenance.

While I understand the main purpose of RL Harris reservoir is to generate
power, this change should not impact the ability for Alabama Power to
continue to generate as it does throughout the summer months. Wed€™ve seen in
this past season how well Alabama Power handled this with our increased
rainfall.

This change would not only allow longer access of the lake throughout the
year while still allowing for moderate shoreline maintenance each year and
more in-depth shoreline maintenance on a routine basis. It will also reduce
the amount of debris that enters the lake at the beginning of the season.

Again, thank you for the opportunity to submit my request.



Document Accession #: 20210914-5008 Filed Date: 09/14/2021

John and Dianne Singletary, Wedowee, AL.

Reducing the water level by 8 ft every year on October 1 greatly affects our
lake access. We are unable to use our boat dock or boat ramp, which keeps
us from being able to fish or enjoy other lake activities. Also, the low
lake levels are very aesthetically unappealing. Finally, leaving the lake
down for so long basically eliminates our access to the lake for 6 months out
of the year.. We enjoy our lake home on Lake Wedowee so much, and we
appreciate you considering not dropping the levels so much, or not leaving
them down for so long.



Document Accession #: 20210914-5007 Filed Date: 09/14/2021

Kevin McCarty, Lineville, AL.
To whom it may concern:

I respectfully object to the preliminary relicensing proposal from Alabama
Power Company in regards to RL Harris reservoir.

As a stakeholder on Lake Wedowee, I believe it to be beneficial that the lake
not be lowered more than 4 feet for winter pool on a yearly basis and then
every 4 years for it to drop 8 feet for more extensive shoreline maintenance.

We have advanced so much technologically that flood concerns from the 1960s
are no longer relevant. We know days ahead of time that significant weather
events are in the area, and I believe Alabama Power Company can mitigate it
as necessary.

If we were to change winter level to 789, it would still allow for shoreline
maintenance but would make more docks accessible throughout the year. that
would translate to more people enjoying the lake year round and also more
dollars would come to our communities. Lake Wedowee is in a relatively poor
county and the economic impact of the lake is significant. Making lake season
longer would definitely benefit the communities because more people would
stay longer.

I understand the main purpose for RL Harris is to generate power, but as it
has evolved for Randolph County the economic impact of the lake is just as
important.

Respectfully,

Kevin L McCarty



Document Accession #: 20210914-5010 Filed Date: 09/14/2021

Jarrett Board, Wedowee, AL.
I respectfully object to the preliminary relicensing proposal from Alabama
Power Company in regards to RL Harris reservoir.

As a homeowner on Lake Wedowee, I request that the lake not be lowered more
than 4 feet for winter pool on a yearly basis. Additionally, full pool should
begin on April 1st and end on Nov 1lst each year. I would support lowering the
lake by 8 feet once every 4-5 years for shoreline maintenance.

Changing winter level by 4 feet instead of the current 8 feet, would still
allow for shoreline maintenance but would make more docks accessible in the
winter months allowing more people to use the lake year round. Making lake
season longer would benefit the communities who rely on the lake by providing
additional patronage for local business throughout the year.

Regards,

Jarrett Board
404-316-6356



Document Accession #: 20210914-5009 Filed Date: 09/14/2021

Sonja Baker, Lineville, AL.
To whom it may concern.

I respectfully object to the preliminary relicensing proposal from Alabama
Power Company in regards to RL Harris reservoir.

As a stakeholder on Lake Wedowee, I believe it to be beneficial that the lake
not be lowered more than 4 feet for winter pool on a yearly basis and then
every 4 years for it to drop 8 feet for more extensive shoreline maintenance.

We have advanced so much technologically that flood concerns from the 1960s
are no longer relevant. We know days ahead of time that significant weather
events are in the area, and I believe Alabama Power Company can mitigate it
as necessary.

If we were to change winter level to 789, it would still allow for shoreline
maintenance but would make more docks accessible throughout the year. that
would translate to more people enjoying the lake year round and also more
dollars would come to our communities. Lake Wedowee is in a relatively poor
county and the economic impact of the lake is significant. Making lake season
longer would definitely benefit the communities because more people would
stay longer.

I understand the main purpose for RL Harris is to generate power, but as it
has evolved for Randolph County the economic impact of the lake is just as
important.



Document Accession #: 20210914-5011 Filed Date: 09/14/2021

Melissa Witcher, Wedowee, AL.

To enhance the overall use of our property and the property of many others
maintaining a higher water level and for an extended time frame then has been
routine is recommended and requested. With routine monitoring and advanced
technology the levels can be adjusted as needed without such drastic changes.



Document Accession #: 20210914-5012 Filed Date: 09/14/2021

Vincent L Russo, Lineville, AL.

As a full time resident on Lake Wedowee I would like to see the application
fee to fix your docks,seawall and below the 800 ft line should lower. Some of
us live on the lake on a budget. I also don't think that every year the lake
does not need to lower that much, maybe lower it to 4ft some years. Also the
lake should stay full pool longer. Down here there are a lot of beautiful
days left after Labor Day. I would also like to see a no wake zone for the
first cove on the right coming from the big water as you enter sand harbor.
Thank you,

Vincent Russo



Document Accession #: 20210914-5013 Filed Date: 09/14/2021

Mike Farrar, Wedowee, AL.
We prefer to keep summer pool longer.



Document Accession #: 20210914-5014 Filed Date: 09/14/2021

Kim Farrar, Wedowee, AL.
Keep summer pool longer so the lake stays cleaner



Document Accession #: 20210914-5015 Filed Date: 09/14/2021

David Brookes, Wedowee, AL.

Lake Wedowee is an environment that distinguishes itself from other lakes in
the region. I would like to urge the parties responsible to leave the
reservoir at full pool for a longer period. While not an expert in the
importance of water levels for flood control (or other reasons), to the
extent the lake may be kept at full pool longer without meaningful negative
impacts, it seems reasonable to do so. Alternatively, lowering the lake less
than 8 feet (perhaps 4 ft) would also serve to increase the usability of the
lake and maintain a safer environment for navigation. Thank you for your
consideration.



Document Accession #: 20210914-5016 Filed Date: 09/14/2021

Brian Wells, Wedowee, AL.
I would ask that the lake level winter pool level be raised to 4ft instead of

8 and also dredging to address the significant silt accumulation between old
431 bridge and new 431.



Document Accession #: 20210914-5017 Filed Date: 09/14/2021

Savannah Taylor, Heflin, AL.

I respectfully object to the preliminary relicensing proposal from Alabama
Power Company in regards to RL Harris reservoir.

As a stakeholder on Lake Wedowee, I believe it to be beneficial that the lake
not be lowered more than 4 feet for winter pool on a yearly basis and then
every 4 years for it to drop 8 feet for more extensive shoreline maintenance.

We have advanced so much technologically that flood concerns from the 1960s
are no longer relevant. We know days ahead of time that significant weather
events are in the area, and I believe Alabama Power Company can mitigate it
as necessary.

If we were to change winter level to 789, it would still allow for shoreline
maintenance but would make more docks accessible throughout the year. that
would translate to more people enjoying the lake year round and also more
dollars would come to our communities. Lake Wedowee is in a relatively poor
county and the economic impact of the lake is significant. Making lake season
longer would definitely benefit the communities because more people would
stay longer.

I understand the main purpose for RL Harris is to generate power, but as it
has evolved for Randolph County the economic impact of the lake is just as
important.



Document Accession #: 20210914-5018 Filed Date: 09/14/2021

Wayne Fotf, Lineville, AL.

I respectfully object to the preliminary relicensing proposal from Alabama
Power Company in regards to RL Harris reservoir.

As a stakeholder on Lake Wedowee, I believe it to be beneficial that the lake
not be lowered more than 4 feet for winter pool on a yearly basis and then
every 4 years for it to drop 8 feet for more extensive shoreline maintenance.

We have advanced so much technologically that flood concerns from the 1960s
are no longer relevant. We know days ahead of time that significant weather
events are in the area, and I believe Alabama Power Company can mitigate it
as necessary.

If we were to change winter level to 789, it would still allow for shoreline
maintenance but would make more docks accessible throughout the year. that
would translate to more people enjoying the lake year round and also more
dollars would come to our communities. Lake Wedowee is in a relatively poor
county and the economic impact of the lake is significant. Making lake season
longer would definitely benefit the communities because more people would
stay longer.

I understand the main purpose for RL Harris is to generate power, but as it
has evolved for Randolph County the economic impact of the lake is just as
important.



Document Accession #: 20210914-5019 Filed Date: 09/14/2021

Howard Avery, Wedowee, AL.

I respectfully ask that you reconsider the level in which Lake Wedowee is
dropped yearly. I would ask that you consider the winter level to go to 789
feet instead of the normal 785 feet and possibly drop it further every
several years for shore maintenance. This would allow more activity on the

lake which would have more of an economic impact on the surrounding areas.
Thanks



Document Accession #: 20210914-5057 Filed Date: 09/14/2021

William Ford, Delta, AL.

I respectfully object to the preliminary relicensing proposal from Alabama
Power Company in regards to RL Harris reservoir.

As a stakeholder on Lake Wedowee, I believe it to be beneficial that the lake
not be lowered more than 4 feet for winter pool on a yearly basis and then
every 4 years for it to drop 8 feet for more extensive shoreline maintenance.

We have advanced so much technologically that flood concerns from the 1960s
are no longer relevant. We know days ahead of time that significant weather
events are in the area, and I believe Alabama Power Company can mitigate it
as necessary.

If we were to change winter level to 789, it would still allow for shoreline
maintenance but would make more docks accessible throughout the year. that
would translate to more people enjoying the lake year round and also more
dollars would come to our communities. Lake Wedowee is in a relatively poor
county and the economic impact of the lake is significant. Making lake season
longer would definitely benefit the communities because more people would
stay longer.

I understand the main purpose for RL Harris is to generate power, but as it
has evolved for Randolph County the economic impact of the lake is just as
important.



Document Accession #: 20210914-5061 Filed Date: 09/14/2021

Michael Ford, Lineville, AL.

I respectfully object to the preliminary relicensing proposal from Alabama
Power Company in regards to RL Harris reservoir.

As a stakeholder on Lake Wedowee, I believe it to be beneficial that the lake
not be lowered more than 4 feet for winter pool on a yearly basis and then
every 4 years for it to drop 8 feet for more extensive shoreline maintenance.

We have advanced so much technologically that flood concerns from the 1960s
are no longer relevant. We know days ahead of time that significant weather

events are in the area, and I believe Alabama Power Company can mitigate it
as necessary.

If we were to change winter level to 789, it would still allow for shoreline
maintenance but would make more docks accessible throughout the year. that
would translate to more people enjoying the lake year round and also more
dollars would come to our communities. Lake Wedowee is in a relatively poor
county and the economic impact of the lake is significant. Making lake season
longer would definitely benefit the communities because more people would
stay longer.

I understand the main purpose for RL Harris is to generate power, but as it
has evolved for Randolph County the economic impact of the lake is just as
important.



Document Accession #: 20210913-5249 Filed Date: 09/13/2021

The RL Harris Dam does not provide adequate public access. The recreational use of the lake is
prohibited by lake of beach or day use parks, etc. for the general public. The relicensing of the RL Harris
project should not take place without the authorization and requirement for the placement of several
day use pavilions, parks, etc. with access to the water.



Document Accession #: 20210914-5107 Filed Date: 09/14/2021

Ryan Gunnin, Wedowee, AL.

I respectfully object to the preliminary relicensing proposal from Alabama
Power Company in regards to RL Harris reservoir.

As a part time resident and stakeholder on Lake Wedowee, I think it would be
beneficial that the lake not be lowered more than 4 feet for winter pool on a
yearly basis and then every 4 years for it to drop 8 feet for more extensive
shoreline maintenance.

The precipitation this summer greatly exceeded normal amounts and the
resevoir handled it with no issues. We know days ahead of time that
significant weather events are in the area, and I believe Alabama Power
Company can mitigate it as necessary.

Many believe if you were to change winter level to 789, it would still allow
for shoreline maintenance but would make more docks accessible throughout the
year. I agree with that sentiment completely.

More people enjoying the lake year round translates into more dollars for the
community. Lake Wedowee is in a relatively poor county and the economic
impact of the lake is significant. Making lake season longer would definitely
benefit the communities because more people would stay longer.

My family and friends love the lake and would love to be able to enjoy it
year round.



Document Accession #: 20210914-5121 Filed Date: 09/14/2021

Haleigh Ford, Delta, AL.

I respectfully object to the preliminary relicensing proposal from Alabama
Power Company in regards to RL Harris reservoir.

As a stakeholder on Lake Wedowee, I believe it to be beneficial that the lake
not be lowered more than 4 feet for winter pool on a yearly basis and then
every 4 years for it to drop 8 feet for more extensive shoreline maintenance.

We have advanced so much technologically that flood concerns from the 1960s
are no longer relevant. We know days ahead of time that significant weather
events are in the area, and I believe Alabama Power Company can mitigate it
as necessary.

If we were to change winter level to 789, it would still allow for shoreline
maintenance but would make more docks accessible throughout the year. that
would translate to more people enjoying the lake year round and also more
dollars would come to our communities. Lake Wedowee is in a relatively poor
county and the economic impact of the lake is significant. Making lake season
longer would definitely benefit the communities because more people would
stay longer.

I understand the main purpose for RL Harris is to generate power, but as it
has evolved for Randolph County the economic impact of the lake is just as
important.



Document Accession #: 20210915-5001 Filed Date: 09/15/2021

Lisa Morgan, Lineville, AL.

I feel the draw down level time frame is sufficient. Also the refill time
frame is good for fish reproduction.

The current level draw down is extreme and would suggest only four feet max
annually.



Document Accession #: 20210915-5002 Filed Date: 09/15/2021

John Morgan, Lineville, AL.

I feel the draw down level time frame sufficient. Also, the refill time frame
is good for fish reproduction. The current level of draw down is extreme and
I would suggest a max of four feet annually.
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Document Accession #: 20210915-5004 Filed Date: 09/15/2021

David Stanford, Wedowee, AL.

I ask that consideration be given to raising the winter pool level 2 feet
from itd€™s current level of 785 above sea level. Fish habitat benefit and so
do stakeholders around the lake. 2 feet is not askinga lot!



Document Accession #: 20210915-5006 Filed Date: 09/15/2021

Robert Schwartz, Kennesaw, GA.
Please consider lowering the lake by only 4 feet and fill up by April 1st.



Document Accession #: 20210914-5129 Filed Date: 09/14/2021

Jeff Helms, Wedowee, AL.

We would like to see the winter level stay close to the Summer level so we
could use the Lake year round. As a new resident we really enjoy the Lake
and would love to be able to utilize year around. Our current Boat is not
useable during the Winter. What is the reasoning for lowering the lake in
the Winter?

Thanks!
Jeff



Document Accession #: 20210915-5096 Filed Date: 09/15/2021

DAVID L DEWINTER, Senoia, GA.
I respectfully object to the preliminary relicensing proposal from Alabama
Power Company in regards to RL Harris reservoir.

As a user of Lake Wedowee, I believe it to be beneficial that the lake not be
lowered more than 4 feet for winter pool on a yearly basis and then every 4
years for it to drop 8 feet for more extensive shoreline maintenance.

We have advanced so much technologically that flood concerns from the 1960s
are no longer relevant. We know days ahead of time that significant weather
events are in the area, and I believe Alabama Power Company can mitigate it
as necessary.

If we were to change winter level to 789, it would still allow for shoreline
maintenance but would make more docks accessible throughout the year. that
would translate to more people enjoying the lake year round and also more
dollars would come to our communities. Lake Wedowee is in a relatively poor
county and the economic impact of the lake is significant. Making lake season
longer would definitely benefit the communities because more people would
stay longer.

I understand the main purpose for RL Harris is to generate power, but as it
has evolved for Randolph County the economic impact of the lake is just as
important.



Document Accession #: 20210915-5135 Filed Date: 09/15/2021

Roy Lewis, Wedowee, AL.

As a Lake Harris property owner, I enjoy the lake immensely. However, due to
my property being in one of the many shallow coves, I am unable to dock or
access the lake from my dock in any useful way roughly 7 months of the year.
With the lower lake levels, many property owners cannot store or dock their
watercraft on their own property - requiring instead expensive off-lake
storage. While I appreciate the benefits of flood control, power generation,
and lake shore management, the lower water levels from October through April
is a detriment to recreation, property values, and to the local economy.

The current 8 ft drop in winter pool (October thru April) is excessive and I
appeal to the Commission to consider an annual 3 foot drop most years and
utilize 8 ft drops on a 3 year cycle.

Roy Lewis
Wedowee AL



Document Accession #: 20210916-5000 Filed Date: 09/16/2021

Linda L Ball, LANETT, AL.

As a lifelong visitor to the Tallapoosa River, I have spent most summer
vacations at family reunions on the banks of this body of water. We have
endured natural flooding on this river through the years and had come to
expect this as a rare occurrence to be dealt with.

However, since the building of this dam, which was presented to the community
as the solution to control periodic flooding, the instance of floods have
increased many times over. This frequent flooding we now experience is the
result of the lake being at full pool with no capacity in the reservoir for
heavy spring rains.

Now we understand that the lake property owners are pushing an agenda to keep
the lake at full pool year round. This would result in increased flooding
below the dam during the wet winter months as the capacity for water storage
from significantly more rain is eliminated.

Landowners below the dam already suffer extreme financial loss to personal
property, soil erosion from the river banks, dying trees from being
water-logged, loss of livestock and pets, and the list goes on and on. This
does not begin to embrace the expense, labor and time to clean, repair, and
replace the damage caused by A flood (much less numerous floods) incurred in
the last very few years.

What an absolute shame it would be to increase the winter pool lake levels,
which would surely result in more flooding downstream, that would cause even
further distress, financial loss, and undue hardship on property owners below
the dam, in order to appease and satisfy the selfish desires of a certain few
lot owners above the lake who just "want" a fuller pool "look"!



Document Accession #: 20210916-5055 Filed Date: 09/16/2021

jimmy traylor, wadley, AL.
In concern to the relicensing of the Harris Dam on the Tallapoosa river, I
have several concerns.

We have been active participants since the 1990's attempting to change the
flow regimes from the Harris Dam. Since the inception of the Green Plan, we
have seen limited erosion. Prior to the Green Plan, we experienced
tremendous loss of river bank and trees. I am saying this, again, because
Alabama power conducted studies both of environment and river usage while the
Green Plan was still implemented. Since the studies were concluded, Alabama
Power has abandoned the Green Plan. With this said, We have experienced,
once again, severe erosion. With full generation, the pleasure usage of the
river has basically stopped. The river is either too low to float or too
high to fish and with this comes severe erosion and sedimentation.

The study needs to be done as Alabama Power wants to operate!

In any negotiations, a good solution is where everyone wins something. The
real shareholders in the relicensing of Harris Dam are the Lake Harris
residence, the downstream landowners, Alabama Power Company, pleasure seekers
both on the lake and downstream users, Native Americans, and most
importantly, the Tallapoosa River! I have always been a proponent of raising
the lake level year round - surprise to many, but there is a catch to this.

1. If Alabama Power were to raise the lake level year round to full pool,
combined inflow must equal to outflow, minus evaporation. Meaning, that
there will be flooding downstream, but in theory Alabama Power would be
forced to change the turbines to a constant flow.

2. If Alabama Power agrees to #1, I would insist that the flow temperature
be a nature temperature for a warm water fishery.

3. I would ask that Alabama Power be allowed to not hold back water in flood
conditions - the water should be released as soon as the flood waters come
into the lake. This will prevent or limit flooding that occurred in the late
spring this year.

This solution will also help to address safety concerns on the river!

One item of concern is that the Lake Harris shareholders will loose in the
relicensing of Harris Dam and the Downstream land owners and users of the
river will loose as well. What is being proposed only benefits Alabama

Power.

This solution will also help to address safety concerns on the river!



Document Accession #: 20210916-5073 Filed Date: 09/16/2021

Kristin Barnes, Wedowee, AL.

I respectfully object to the preliminary relicensing proposal from Alabama
Power Company in regards to RL Harris reservoir.

As a stakeholder on Lake Wedowee, I believe it to be beneficial that the lake
not be lowered more than 4 feet for winter pool on a yearly basis and then
every 4 years drop 8 feet for more extensive shoreline maintenance.

If we were to change winter level to 789, it would still allow for shoreline
maintenance but would make more docks accessible throughout the year. That

would translate to more people enjoying the lake year round and increase
revenue for the community and surrounding areas.



Document Accession #: 20210920-5001 Filed Date: 09/20/2021

Cindy Leake, Wedowee, AL.

As a stakeholder on RLHarris, I implore you to change the winter pool to 6
feet down from 8 feet. It allows stake holders on the lake to have better
enjoyment of their property.

With thanks for your consideration.



Document Accession #: 20210920-5002 Filed Date: 09/20/2021

Diana Kellar, Wedowee, AL.
I respectfully object to the preliminary relicensing proposal from Alabama
Power Company in regards to RL Harris reservoir.

As a stakeholder on Lake Wedowee, I believe it to be beneficial that the lake
only be lowered to winter pool every other year. And not be lowered more
than 4 feet for winter pool to start Nov 1lst rather than Oct 1lst. Then every
4 years for it to drop 8 feet for more extensive shoreline maintenance.

We have advanced so much technologically that flood concerns from the 1960s
are no longer relevant. We know days ahead of time that significant weather
events are in the area, and I believe Alabama Power Company can mitigate it
as necessary.

If we were to change winter level to 789 every other year, it would still
allow for shoreline maintenance but would make more docks accessible
throughout the year. That would translate to more people enjoying the lake
year round and also more dollars would come to our communities. Lake Wedowee
is in a relatively poor county and the economic impact of the lake is
significant. Making lake season longer would definitely benefit the
communities because more people would stay longer.

I understand the main purpose for RL Harris is to generate power, but as it
has evolved for Randolph County the economic impact of the lake is just as
important.



Document Accession #: 20210920-5055 Filed Date: 09/20/2021

Paul L Trammell, Lineville, AL.

My wife Edith and I purchased our lake lot pre-flood (1979) and built on it
in

1983 as the water was coming up. (Pinewood Retreat Lot D).

We have always worked within the shoreline regulations and appreciate the
good stewards Alabama Power have been relative to their thoughtful management
of the shoreline and project lands.

Our requests are two fold: 1) We request that the winter drawdown be modified
to

786' or possibly 787' so we can safely walk down our ramp. It is so steep at
785"

that we or our family members could fall and be seriously injured.2) We
request the summer be extended through October (and drawdown not commence
until November

1st.

I understand and appreciate my neighbors below the dam are concerned about
modifying the drawdown due to flooding, however, one or two feet should be
something manageable and would benefit many stakeholders above the dam.

Respectfully,
Paul Trammell
622 48th West Road
Lineville, AL 36266
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Document Accession #: 20210921-5000 Filed Date: 09/21/2021

Dennis Barr, LINEVILLE, AL.

I have had a home On R.L. Harris for over 30 years. We have years where the
water goes 2 feet below winter pool for what appears to be no reason but
thankfully the last few years have been better. I would love for the winter
level to be one foot higher. I am not asking for 4 feet like a lot of people
on the lake. I know a lot of people that would benefit from a one foot rise
in winter pool. You assistance would be greatly appreciated.

Thanks, Dennis Barr



Document Accession #: 20210921-5001 Filed Date: 09/21/2021

Larry D Styes, Wedowee, AL.

The decision to lower Harris Lake (Lake Wedowee) to current winter pool
levels is based on old studies done back in the 1960s. Weather forecasting
has improved dramatically since then, and now meteorologists are very
accurate as to how much rain an area will receive and when. This eliminates
the need for such a safety factor with an eight foot drop; a six foot drop
would be more than sufficient to handle any large winter rain events.

In addition, Wedoweed€™s economy is tied very closely to the Lake, and
Randolph County benefits from the lake as well. Being able to enjoy the lake
during the winter months would help reduce the seasonality out of the local
economy. Lake owners would come more to the during the winter months,
pumping additional revenue (plus taxes) into the local economy.



APC Harris Relicensing

From: Anderegg, Angela Segars

Sent: Tuesday, September 21, 2021 1:12 PM

To: Barry Morris

Subject: RE: PLP comments from the Lake Harris (Wedowee) community
Hi Barry,

While it is true that weather forecasting has significantly improved over the years, forecasting is still nowhere near
accurate enough to do something as drastic as lowering the reservoir ahead of a forecasted rain event. We have all seen
the time when we were expecting a large rain event, and it either didn’t happen at all or it didn’t happen when it was
supposed to or it didn’t happen where it was supposed to, or the forecast rain event was off, either higher or lower than
forecasted. The danger in evacuating the reservoir ahead of a rain event is that the rain may not hit precisely at the
early forecast location, and could even hit downstream of Harris. If that scenario happens and you have just dumped up
to 40,000 acre-feet of water (and yes, it is possible to release that much water in a day) in the same downstream
location, that downstream area would be artificially flooded, when if following normal procedures, the impact wouldn’t
have been quite as severe, and Harris could have provided that flood protection it was purposed for. Alternatively, the
water could be evacuated and then for reasons such as drought conditions, the reservoir may not recover that amount
that was evacuated.

It is easy to get caught up in real time forecasting versus future forecasting. For example, we can watch the local
newscast DURING a storm on Tuesday evening and the weatherman says take cover there is a tornado that will hit Main
Street at 7pm, and it actually happens. That works for rainfall too, as in real-time, you can measure how intense it is
raining and where it is falling. However, you never hear 3 days before a storm event that a tornado is going to hit Main
street at 7pm Tuesday; rather, it is reported as a potential threat for the area. Sometimes it happens as forecasted,
sometimes it doesn’t.

Alabama Power Company cannot operate Harris Lake with that kind of uncertainty, when the results of those operations
could be artificially catastrophic. That is why Alabama Power, and the Corps of Engineers, do not pre-evacuate reservoirs
to any large extent ahead of a forecasted rain event. Rather, Harris is operated in reaction to on-the-ground conditions
such as inflows to the lake, lake elevation, and Wadley stage.

| hope this helps. Please let me know if you have any follow up questions.

Angie Anderegg

Hydro Services
(205)257-2251
arsegars@southernco.com

From: Barry Morris <rbmorris222@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, September 21, 2021 2:13 PM

To: Anderegg, Angela Segars <ARSEGARS@southernco.com>
Subject: PLP comments from the Lake Harris (Wedowee) community

EXTERNAL MAIL: Caution Opening Links or Files



Hello Angie. | have a question on behalf of our LWPOA member stakeholders and many others who are not LWPOA
members regarding the PLP of June 29, 2021. Non-members make up the majority of commenters on the PLP among
lake landowners to date.

As you have doubtless read, many commenters believe that weather forecasting is so much better now than in the
1960s that the lake could remain up to four feet higher in winter (789') and be lowered quickly if significant rain is
forecast. The majority of these comments are based on a form letter the source of which | haven't bothered to track
down. (These letters also repeat the idea that the lake is licensed primarily for electricity generation, not flood control.)

| want to explain to our members why that idea won't fly. | need the company's "yes or no" on this key point: Lowering
the lake by up 40,000 acre feet (i.e. from elevation 789 to 785) in the two days that an accurate rain forecast is available
would do as much damage downstream as an actual flood event and would therefore negate the reservoir/dam's
function for flood control, and would potentially cause a greater number of high-water events downstream by
preemptively lowering the lake. (Is it even physically possible to lower the lake two feet in elevation in 24 hours with all
the spillways open?)

[ would also appreciate the company's reading on whether FERC, COE and other federal agencies would even consider
such a plan based on relicensing decisions over the past several years.

LWPOA has a general membership meeting coming up in a few weeks and | will again be explaining our organization's
position on winter lake levels. That position is that we requested one foot higher in winter based on the data on
downstream damage, we were not successful in that request, and challenging the license for a higher winter level would
be expensive, time-consuming and probably ultimately unsuccessful based on the data. The board must consider the
desires of the membership but we also cannot ride off on some Quixotic quest doomed from day one.

I'm not trying to set myself up as a spokesman for Alabama Power or the federal government but | need verification on
the basic point above before | take questions from our members. If the company is unable to confirm that point |
understand. | also understand if you are unable to speculate on how FERC and COE might decide.

Thanks in advance for your help. Barry
Barry Morris

LWPOA Relicensing chairman
404 449 3452



Document Accession #: 20210922-5002 Filed Date: 09/22/2021

Dennis Yearwood, Wedowee, AL.
As a home owner and land owner at RL Harris, I would love to see them not

drop the water level at
November to January) in
repairs, upgradesi A or
water is dropped in the
stationary docks. Also,
such as floating debris

all or drop the water for a specified time (ie:
an effort to allow everyone to perform the necessary
additions to their docks, seawalls, etc.A A When the
winter months, many people can not access their
lowering of the water creates many additional hazards
which causes damage to docks, boats, humans, the dam,

etc.A A keeping the water at full pool will allow more people to enjoy the
lake year round which will continue to bring in revenue for the community

year round and not just

seasonally.



Document Accession #: 20210922-5095 Filed Date: 09/22/2021

Terry K Kemp, Lineville, AL.

hopefully my comment makes a little difference, As an avid crappie and bass
fisherman with 5 grandboys that love the lake and fishing. I've struggled
with having to unpin my floating dock each November so that I can roll it out
to keep the dock from setting on land, Also if the water level was keep at786
or 787 I could use my dock year round to keep my boat in instead of having to
go to boatramp everytime. I cant keep my fishing boat at my dock when water
is 785.80 please consider 787 as winterpool.



Document Accession #: 20210923-5009 Filed Date: 09/23/2021

Michael A Whorton, Marietta, GA.

If flood control is the reason you lower the lake from the end of [October]
to the end of April, how is it Alabama Power can control the lake from May 1
to Sept 30? We have significant rainfall during this period as well. As I
understand, the decision to lower the lake [to current winter pool levels] is
based on old studies done back in the 1960s. Weather forecasting has
[improved dramatically] since then and now meteorologists are very accurate
as to how much rain an area will receive and when. This eliminates the need
for such a safety factor with an eight foot drop.

Please reconsider the winter level decision!!

Thank you



Document Accession #: 20210923-5012 Filed Date: 09/23/2021

John D Culp, Wedowee, AL.
My wife and I are homeowners on Lake Wedowee. We support the proposal to not
lower the lake as dramatically during the winter as has been the practice.

Why is it Lake Martin was able to reduce their drop down from 10 to 7 several
years ago when they relicensed?A Same river system?

The decision to lower the lake to current winter pool levels is based on old
studies done back in the 1960s.A Weather forecasting has improved
dramatically since then and now meteorologists are very accurate as to how
much rain an area will receive and when.A This eliminates the need for such a
safety factor with an eight foot drop.

A

Wedoweed€™s economy is tied very closely to the Lake.A Being able to enjoy
the lake during the winter months would help take the seasonality out of
their economy.A Lake owners would come more to the lake therefore helping
Wedowee and Randolph County during the winter months.

Thank You

John and Candace Culp



Document Accession #: 20210923-5018 Filed Date: 09/23/2021

Nancy, Wediwee, AL.

Please reconsider your position on dropping lake levels on RLHarris from 8&€™
to only 63€™.

Al Power currently controls lake levels from Mayl/ Sept 30 . It has been
proven that rain levels are approx the same as from Oct through April. If
they can control lake levels duiring the Spring and Summer they certainly can
do the same fromOctober through April.

This was done for Lake Martin several years ago..

Please do the same for us.

We are experiencing a LOT of erosion on our lake shoreline from rain run off
during the winter months and also at least 25% of our homeowners would have
water under their dock bring in more residents into Wedowee and helping with
our economy.

PLEASE LUSTEN TO OUR REQUESTS AND LET OUR LAKE LEVEL REMAIN AT A 63€™ WINTER
POOL.

Thank you, Nancy Hyde



Document Accession #: 20210923-5030 Filed Date: 09/23/2021

Dan M Christensen, Wedowee, AL.
Please consider changing the winter pool level to 63€™ below full pool.



Document Accession #: 20210923-5033 Filed Date: 09/23/2021

Spencer Kollas, Wedowee, AL.

I wanted to quickly comment on the topic of the Winter Water levels of Lake
Wedowee. As I am sure you already know, the orginal levels were based on old
studies done back in the 1960s. Weather forecasting has improved dramatically
since then, and now we are able to more accurately determine how much rain
will occur and the folks at Alabama Power will be able to control the levels
more actively. I believe that it is important to raise the winter levels by 2
feet in order to allow the town, and county, the additional revenue afforded
to them through the continued use and enjoyment of the lake. Please consider
changing the winter water level drop of Lake Wedowee to be 6 feet rather then
the current 8 feet--thank you



Document Accession #: 20210923-5037 Filed Date: 09/23/2021

Roger D Graben, Wedowee, AL.

The decision to lower the lake [to current winter pool levels] is based
on old studies done back in the 1960s. Weather forecasting has [improved
dramatically] since then and now meteorologists are very accurate as to how
much rain an area will receive and when. This eliminates the need for such a
safety factor with an eight foot drop.

a- If flood control is the reason you lower the lake from the end of
[October] to the end of April, how is it Alabama Power can control the lake
from May 1 to Sept 30? We have significant rainfall during this period as
well.

a- Communication with in the Alabama Power system is so much better
now. They can certainly communicate with weather professionals and react much
quicker now. Thus eliminating the need to have an eight foot drop. Five or
six should be plenty.

a- Why is it Lake Martin was able to reduce their drop down from 10 to
7 several years ago when they relicensed? Same river system?

a. Wedoweed€™s economy is tied very closely to the Lake. Being able to
enjoy the lake during the winter months would help take the seasonality out
of their economy. Lake owners would come more to the lake therefore helping
Wedowee [and Randolph County] during the winter months.

a- Keeping the lake level higher will expose less river bank during
the winter months, eliminating some erosion that is caused by the rainfall.
This reduces silt into our rivers damaging wild life and vegetation.

a. When the lake is down 8 feet, there are many areas of the lake that
are exposed where there are cultural artifacts. Raising the drop level from 8
feet to 6 feet would help protect these areas.

A- Raising the water level in the winter from 8 to 6 feet would
probably allow over 25% of the current lots to have access to their dock to
the water.

I know about three or four years ago Alabama Power requested and received a
variance to raise the lake level in January by 2 feet instead of waiting to
April to raise it. This was based on a forecast the winter was going to be
drier than usual and AL Power was concerned they would not be able to get to
summer level on May 1. For those 2 years the lake level was a 6 feet drop
from January to April. The weather turned out to be a normal to above normal
amount of rainfall and Alabama Power handled those seasons without any
issues. Why cand€™t we have that now? Itd€™s been proven for 2 years a six
foot drop is more than adequate.



Document Accession #: 20210923-5038 Filed Date: 09/23/2021

Lisa J Keet, Wedowee, AL.

My husband and I are both very concerned with the recent decision NOT to
reduce the drop in the winter lake level on R. L. Harris reservoir (Lake
Wedowee) . The lake level is currently dropped by 8' to "winter pool" from
November 1 through April 30. We live on the lake so this directly effects us
as well as MANY others who not only live on Lake Wedowee but live in the area
and depend on the lake for economic reasons or those who come from all over
AL, GA and other areas to visit and use the lake! We have here since 2009 and
since living here, there has never been an issue with controlling the lake
level. As a matter of fact, we usually aren't even full pool for most of the
summer months.

Our lake is located in a rural county. Our area depends on the lake for it's
economy. If we could drop the lake no more than 6' each winter versus 8' that
would allow more people to use the lake during the entire year and not just
summer, thus allowing more revenue to come into our county via restaurants,
gas stations, businesses etc. Many areas of the lake are inaccessible during
the "winter months" when it's dropped 8' due to shallow areas caused by silt,
areas of stumps being more exposed, the inability to use our docks due to
lake of water therefore we are unable to enjoy the lake by boat. These are
just a very few examples of how it effects us.

The research for keeping our winter pool at a higher level was based on OLD
data, from the 1960's. Technology has changed drastically. We can better
forecast the weather so we can plan for large amounts of rain. Technology
itself has changed drastically. We certainly are not engineers and do not
know how the dam operates but I can only imagine how much that technology has
changed and that it must be much easier to control the dam and the water flow
now than back in the 60's! We have heavy rain in the summer months just as
much as we have in the winter months. If the lake level can be controlled in
the summer, why can't it be controlled in the winter? Some winters have been
much drier than anticipated so AL Power has increased the lake level by 2' or
more much earlier than May 1 due to the possibility of never reaching full
pool. They seem to manage that additional 2' with no issues and have done a
great job with it. Why can't we keep that 2' all winter and only drop the
lake level 6' instead of 8'?

There is so much erosion that happens to the shoreline and some lots are
losing part of their land due to this. If we could keep the lake level higher
then this would help eliminate part of that problem. This may not seem
important but it really is a big factor! If you ride around the lake, you'll
see how much erosion occurs.

As far as lake property owners are concerned, even just two feet would make a
huge difference. 3' would be AWESOME and we really don't understand why we
can't do 3'. By allowing the winter lake level to only drop 6' instead of 8'
would give MANY of the property owners use of their dock and boats. Right
now, my husband and I are unable to utilize our dock due to not having ANY
water at our dock. This is a problem with many of the property owners located
in the many coves of the lake.

Lake Martin was fairly recently allowed to drop their lake 7' in the winter
instead of 10'. Why was that authorized for them and not for Lake Wedowee? We
are fed by the same river. We have friends on Lake Martin and they've had no
issues with the winter level being raised by 3'. We really don't understand
why one lake on the same river would be approved but not the other. That
doesn't make any sense.

Please reconsider this. This greatly effects us, our neighbors, the county
and EVERYONE who comes to our beautiful lake! We are very concerned and
frustrated with the decision.

Thank you!
Lisa "Jeannene" Keet



Document Accession #: 20210923-5047 Filed Date: 09/23/2021

Cindy Stanford, Wedowee, AL.

The winter pool level should be changed from an eight:foot drop to a six-foot
drop (from winter pool level of 785 feet to 787 feet.A The decision to lower
the lake [to current winter pool levels] is based on 1960 studies. Weather

forecasting has since improved and
how much rain an area will receive
such a safety factor with an eight
you lower the lake from the end of
Alabama Power can control the lake

now meteorologists are very accurate as to
and when.A This eliminates the need for
foot drop.ﬁ If flood control is the reason
October to the end of April, how is it
from May 1 to Sept 30?3 We have

significant rainfall during this period as well.



Document Accession #: 20210923-5050 Filed Date: 09/23/2021

Jonl Steinke, Wedowee, AL.
I would strongly like the levels at RL Harris Reservoir be revisited and
revised, as it was at Lake Martin.

We have owned a house at Lake Wedowee for almost 20 years. This lake is a
place where our family joins together to enjoy all the beauty the lake has to
offer.

The lake level is vital to the economic and viability of the area. The
current lake levels are based on very outdated science and reasoning. We
request that the current conditions and technology be considered when
evaluating the lake levels and reasons in place to keep them at current
levels.

Please accept this as a formal request to revisit our lake levels.

Thank you!

Jonl Steinke



APC Harris Relicensing

From: Anderegg, Angela Segars

Sent: Thursday, September 23, 2021 2:58 PM

To: Anne Jarvis

Cc: Crew, James F.; Peeples, Alan L.

Subiject: RE: Docket P-2628-000, FERC Ecomment Not working Comment/Request R.L. Harris/ Lake Wedowee

Thank you for your comments. They have been added to our consultation record.

Angie Anderegg

Hydro Services
(205)257-2251
arsegars@southernco.com

From: Anne Jarvis <annebjarvis@yahoo.com>

Sent: Thursday, September 23, 2021 12:30 PM

To: Crew, James F. <JFCREW@southernco.com>; Anderegg, Angela Segars <ARSEGARS@southernco.com>; Peeples, Alan
L. <ALPEEPLE@southernco.com>

Subject: Docket P-2628-000, FERC Ecomment Not working Comment/Request R.L. Harris/ Lake Wedowee

EXTERNAL MAIL: Caution Opening Links or Files

Hello,

[ was trying to submit a comment on FERC but the ecomment section is not working. I
wanted to voice my concern and request about the Lake Level reduction for the coming year
and going forward. It is my understanding the decision to lower the lake [to current winter
pool levels] is based on old studies done back in the 1960s. Weather forecasting has
[improved dramatically] since then and now meteorologists are very accurate as to how
much rain an area will receive and when. This should eliminate the need for such a safety
factor with an eight foot drop.

[ understand Lake Martin, that is also on the same river systems changed their winter
pool levels several years ago so the lake is able to be used and enjoyed more in the Winter
and Early Spring. I also understand Lake Martin is not even starting to drop till October
15, while Lake Wedowee is starting October 1. It would be great to see alittle more parity for
Lake Wedowee families. Wedowee’s economy is tied very closely to the Lake. Being able to
enjoy the lake during the winter months would help take the seasonality out of their
economy. Lake owners would come more to the lake therefore helping Wedowee [and
Randolph County] during the winter months. If the Lake only dropped 6 feet instead of 8
feet, we could use our boat and dock during the winter months.

[ am also extremely concerned about the dock, land and environmental damage being
down by the "Wake" Boats around the lake. I am shocked Alabama Power has not found a
way like other states to limit, restrict or eliminate these boats from the short and long term

1



damages costing thousands of dollars to everyone. We love the Lake and hate to see it
harmed over and over.

Thank you for your time and attention,

Anne Jarvis

188 Red Barn Road

(used to be 2564 County Road 32)
Wedowee, Alabama 36278

Anne Jarvis
Cell - 404-509-1503L)



Document Accession #: 20210923-5068 Filed Date: 09/23/2021

Julie Durrance, Wedowee, AL.

As you consider the relicensing of R.L. Harris lake, which is my full time
residence, I respectfully request that you consider the winter pool levels.
Specifically, I believe that current technology reduces the necessity of
lowering the lake to 785 feet. By lowering the lake to 787 feet, there will
still be ample room for potential flooding. The lake levels are impeccably
managed during the summer months, even though those are typically rainy
months. By reducing how much the lake is lowered, more out of town residents
can enjoy the winter months, thus bringing increased revenue to Randolph
County and the local communities.



Document Accession #: 20210923-5084 Filed Date: 09/23/2021

Carlton Amason, Lineville, AL.
As a lake property owner and a local business owner, I am asking you to
consider only lowering the winter level to 787 feet ASL instead of the
current level of 785 feet ASL.

I believe there are more advantages to maintaining winter level at 787 as
opposed to 785. With the modern weather forecasting ability that is available
to meteorologists today the flood waters can be controlled in a timely
manner.

With a 6 feet drop in the winter that should be adequate to prepare for any
flooding that may occur.

This level will also provide many more lake homes access to the lake during
the winter. With this level it will also allow for better access for lake
trash cleanup into areas otherwise restricted. For winter boaters, it will
offer safer boating opportunities as the additional 2 feet will provide more
clearance in the standing timber areas of the lake.

It is my opinion that the lake owners opinions regarding lake level have not
been properly represented in the application process

Respectfully,
Carlton Amason



Document Accession #: 20210923-5086 Filed Date: 09/23/2021

Elizabeth Yother, Wedowee, AL.

Hello, as a Lake Wedowee property owner, I want to voice my strong opinion
related to the winter pool level of the lake. With the following
considerations in mind, I request signficant consideration be given to
changing the winter lake levels so that the winter pool level of the lake is
no longer a drop of eight feet, but kept to a minimum of six feet.

The economy of Wedowee, Alabama is closely tied with the lake and those that
come to enjoy it. Adjusting water levels as noted above (6 foot minimum),
allow for greater use of the lake all year long, and increased revenues to
the city. Projections have shown that over 25% of the community would be able
to have access to their docks with this change, bringing additional activity
to the city of Wedowee all year long.

As it relates to flood control, enhanced communications within AP allow for
more swift communications with weather professions/the ability to react as
needed to adjusting water levels. We have seen other nearby lakes operate
with a similar model with success, and it only makes sense to consider this
for Lake Wedowee as well.

There are environmental benefits as well that must be considered. Changing
the level of the drop would also significantly expose less river bank during
the winter months, and eliminate erosion caused by rainfall. This greatly
reduces slit into our rivers that is damaging to wild life and vegetation.

Please give this decision the careful time and thought it requires. This
community wants to see and support this change, and urges all those that can
make it happen to take it very seriously on account of all Lake Wedowee
residents and property owners.

All the best,
Beth Yother



Document Accession #: 20210923-5090 Filed Date: 09/23/2021

Stephen D West, Acworth, GA.

I would like to request that AL Power only lower the lake 6 feet instead of 8
feet from late Fall to Spring. This will promote more lake activity as more
owners will be able to keep boats docked. It will also help increase revenue
for Lineville and Wedowee businesses and Randolph Co. in general. My wife and
I will be building a home on the lake next year on Wedowee Creek and would
like to be able to use the lake during the off-peak times of the year.

Most repairs and new construction of docks and sea walls can be made at the
6' mark.

Weather prediction has vastly improved over the years since the 8' mark was
designated. AL Power and FERC should easily be able to manage the needed
reservoir capacity through the off-season.

Please consider changing from 8' to 6'.

Thank you,
Stephen West
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Document Accession #: 20210923-5110 Filed Date: 09/23/2021

anne jarvis, wedowee, AL.

I wanted to voice my concern and request about the Lake Level reduction
for the coming year and going forward. It is my understanding the decision
to lower the lake [to current winter pool levels] is based on old studies
done back in the 1960s. Weather forecasting has [improved dramatically] since
then and now meteorologists are very accurate as to how much rain an area
will receive and when. This should eliminate the need for such a safety
factor with an eight foot drop.

I understand Lake Martin, that is also on the same river systems changed
their winter pool levels several years ago so the lake is able to be used and
enjoyed more in the Winter and Early Spring. I also understand Lake Martin
is not even starting to drop till October 15, while Lake Wedowee is starting
October 1. It would be great to see alittle more parity for Lake Wedowee
families. Wedoweed€™s economy is tied very closely to the Lake. Being able
to enjoy the lake during the winter months would help take the seasonality
out of their economy. Lake owners would come more to the lake therefore
helping Wedowee [and Randolph County] during the winter months. If the Lake
only dropped 6 feet instead of 8 feet, we could use our boat and dock during
the winter months.

I am also extremely concerned about the dock, land and environmental damage
being down by the "Wake" Boats around the lake. I am shocked Alabama Power
has not found a way like other states to limit, restrict or eliminate these
boats from the short and long term damages costing thousands of dollars to
everyone. We love the Lake and hate to see it harmed over and over.

Thank you for your time and attention



Document Accession #: 20210923-5128 Filed Date: 09/23/2021

Janey H Patty, Pelham, AL.

I would like to see the winter levels somewhat higher if at all possible. It
can be hazardous walking the ramp down to our floating dock during winter
months.

If levels cand€™t stay a little higher, then it would be nice if the winter
draw down started at the end of October and full pool could be attained in
early April each year.



Document Accession #: 20210924-5000 Filed Date: 09/24/2021

Kristin Barnes, Wedowee, AL.

Wedowee and surrounding areas economy are largely impacted by seasonal guest.
With an increased winter level, more people would be around the lake during
the fall and winter months. This would bring more revenue to the community
and also the state as we have several out of state guest and residents. This
would increase traffic and possibly increase new small businesses to the area
which would also increase revenue.

With technology being as advanced as it is, Alabama Power has plenty of
notice of heavy rain that could possibly create flooding. In 2021, we had
record rainfalls and the lake was managed so that no flooding damaged lake
properties.

I am requesting you re-consider your decision as the good far out weighs the
bad.



Document Accession #: 20210924-5001 Filed Date: 09/24/2021

steve jenkins, wedowee, AL.

To whom it may concern. It is my understanding the decision was made to
relicense the winter pool of the R.L Harris reservoir "Lake Wedowee" keeping
with the 8ft drop. I am sure that the majority of people who live on the
lake, have property on the lake and people who want to utilize the lake
during the winter months think the 8ft drop has gone on long enough.

I read the reasons for keeping with the 8ft drop was for flood control down
river. With that said we need to keep in mind if there were no Dam there
would be absolutely no mechanized ability to control flood waters at all. So,
I would think the the land owners down river should be thankful that there is
a winter level drop at all.. Even if was only a foot or two.

Personally, I think 4ft would be the most the lake should be dropped. That
would give property owners reasonable access to shoreline maintenance and
dock repairs. 6ft would be the absolute lowest the lake should be dropped.
This continuing appeasement of the 8ft drop for the sake of flood control is
a worn out notion.



Document Accession #: 20210924-5002 Filed Date: 09/24/2021

Scott Edwards, Wedowee, AL.
Comments regarding R.L. Harris reservoir.

As a property owner on the reservoir, raising the winter pool water level
from 785 feet above sea level to 787 feet above sea level has multiple
benefits. Some would claim accessibility, erosion/silt control, and
meteorological forecast advances, my number one concern is wildlife and
aquatic vegetation. As an avid angler, the one drawback I see on Lake
Wedowee, as we call R.L. Harris locally, I notice a lack of vegetation, the
type that increases oxygen levels, processes carbon dioxide and generally
increases ecosystem viability for aquatic wildlife. Fish size has suffered in
the past 20 since the fish on the wall at our family business was caught a
161b largemouth bass caught May 1998.

Please, consider allowing an adjustment to the winter water levels to 787,
for theses reasons.
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APC Harris Relicensing

From: Anderson, Dave

Sent: Thursday, September 23, 2021 3:11 PM

To: jay.greska@wsp.com; sarah.salazar@ferc.gov

Cc: Anderegg, Angela Segars; Kelly Schaeffer

Subject: RE: FERC No P-2628 Harris Relicensing

Attachments: RL Harris HEC-RAS Model Files Read Me REVISED 9-23-2021.txt; RLH DF outflow hydrograph.dsc;

RLH DF outflow hydrograph.dss
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The following errors were found preparing unsteady flow data for simulation: O X

Fnsteady Flow file: C: \Users \Greska\W/SP 365 \Hydropower - LP2043340.02107 Harris HEC-RAS MartnHarms.uo2_

Boundary Condition for River: Tallapoosa Reach: Martin-Harris at RS: 136.65
Uses 0SS Data and the DSS File: "Ci\Users\Greska\WSP 0365\Hydropower - LP2043340.02 107 Harris\Hydrology\RLH DF
outflow hydrograph.dss” not found.
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~Wirite Geometry Informatbon
Layer: COMPLETE S
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NOTICE: This communication and any attachments ("this message") may contain information which is privileged, confidential, proprietary or otherwise subject to
restricted disclosure under applicable law. This message is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s). Any unauthorized use, disclosure, viewing, copying,
alteration, dissemination or distribution of, or reliance on, this message is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, or you are not an
authorized or intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately by replying to this message, delete this message and all copies from your e-mail system and

destroy any printed copies.



R.L Harris Hydroelectric Project
FERC No. 2628

Alabama Power Company
Birmingham, Alabama

HEC-RAS Model Files Read Me REVISED 9-23-2021 (see addendum at bottom)

The uncompressed size of the HEC-RAS model files used to analyze proposed rule
curve changes and downstream release alternatives for the Harris Dam exceed the
limit of a single zip file. All files have been compressed into 21 different .zip
files that are less than 2 GB in size. To be able to open the model using the
HEC-RAS software, please follow these steps.

1.The model was developed using v5.0.7 of the HEC-RAS software and while it
can be opened using any version later than v5.0.7, we recommend using the version
used to develop the model.

2.Extract the files in all 21 .zip files to a single folder.

3.In the HEC-RAS software, open the project by navigating in the file
directory to the location where the files were extracted to. If all files were
extracted into the same folder, the software should be able to open all plans and
view all results.

4.The terrain data used to develop the model is included with the files. To
be able to view the terrain in RAS Mapper, the file path location needs to be
corrected.

a.Right-click “Terrains®” in the RAS Mapper Table of Contents.

b.Select “Add Existing RAS Terrain”.

c.Navigate to the location where the files were extracted to and locate the
.hdf file named “3ftDEM_with_Interp_Surface.hdf”. Select this file and press
((OpenJ) .

***Addendum 9/23/2021: The rule curve change plans (.p@3, .pe6, .pe9, .plo, .pll)
require a .dss file to be linked to the Unsteady Flow Data.
1. Save the .dss file "RLH DF outflow hydrograph.dss" file where desired.
2. Open the plan .p@3 (KA _1D RLF_DF_785).
3. Open the Unsteady Flow Data Editor and open the boundary condition for
RS 136.65.
4. In the cell labeled "File:" for Reading a DSS before simulation, copy
the file path to the .dss file saved in Step #1.
5. Save the Unsteady Flow Data.
6. Repeat this process for .p06 (KA 1D _RLF_DF_789), .p09
(KA_1D_RLF_DF_788), .p10 (KA_1D _RLF_DF_787), and .pll (KA _1D RLF_DF_786).



Document Accession #: 20210924-5049 Filed Date: 09/24/2021

Nancy Barber Wallace, villa rica, GA.
Dear Sir,

Please take into consideration that Wedowee's economy is tied very closely to
the lake. Being able to enjoy the lake during the winter months would help
take the seasonality out of their ecomony.

Lake owners (like myself) would come more to the lake therefore helping
Wedowee (and Randolph County) during the winter months. Keeping the lake
level higher will expose less river bank during the winter months,
eliminating some erosion that is caused by the rainfall. This reduces silt
into our rivers damaging wild life and vegetation.

Raising the water level in the winter from 8 feet to 8 feet would probably
allow over 25% of the current lots to have access to their dock to the
water.

Thank you for your time and consideration in the matter.

Nancy Wallace



Document Accession #: 20210924-5048 Filed Date: 09/24/2021

Sonja Baker, Lineville, AL.

I respectfully object to the preliminary relicensing proposal from Alabama
Power Company in regards to RL Harris reservoir.

As a stakeholder on Lake Wedowee, I believe it to be beneficial that the lake
not be lowered more than 4 feet for winter pool on a yearly basis and then
every 4 years for it to drop 8 feet for more extensive shoreline maintenance.

We have advanced so much technologically that flood concerns from the 1960s
are no longer relevant. We know days ahead of time that significant weather
events are in the area, and I believe Alabama Power Company can mitigate it
as necessary.

If we were to change winter level to 789, it would still allow for shoreline
maintenance but would make more docks accessible throughout the year. that
would translate to more people enjoying the lake year round and also more
dollars would come to our communities. Lake Wedowee is in a relatively poor
county and the economic impact of the lake is significant. Making lake season
longer would definitely benefit the communities because more people would
stay longer.

I understand the main purpose for RL Harris is to generate power, but as it
has evolved for Randolph County the economic impact of the lake is just as
important.



Document Accession #: 20210924-5085 Filed Date: 09/24/2021

Jeffrey Wright, Lineville, AL.
Regarding the relicensing project for R.L.Harris - Lake Wedowee.

I do not understand why the provision was removed to only drop the winter
level of the lake to 6 foot instead of keeping the winter level drop at 8
foot.

The data that was used years ago to support an 8 foot drop is outdated. The
updated technology and weather forecasting should be sufficient to update
Alabama Power control of water level, year around. It is controlled through
the summer rainy season and should be just as easily controlled during the
winter months.

By lowering the water level to only 6 feet, this would allow move usage, year
round of the lake, which would also bring in more income to 1local businesses
which suffer through the winter. Both economically and technology wise, it
makes sense to only lower the lake lave to 6 feet.
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Document Accession #: 20210924-5101 Filed Date: 09/24/2021

Jim Dudley, Lineville, AL.
To whom it may concern,

The decision to lower the lake [to current winter pool levels] is based on
old studies done back in the 1960s. Weather forecasting has [improved
dramatically] since then and now meteorologists are very accurate as to how
much rain an area will receive and when. This eliminates the need for such a
safety factor with an eight foot drop.

If flood control is the reason you lower the lake from the end of [October]
to the end of April, how is it Alabama Power can control the lake from May 1
to Sept 30? We have significant rainfall during this period as well.

Communication with in the Alabama Power system is so much better now. They
can certainly communicate with weather professionals and react much quicker
now. Thus eliminating the need to have an eight foot drop. Five or six should
be plenty.

Why is it Lake Martin was able to reduce their drop down from 10 to 7 several
years ago when they relicensed? Same river system?

Wedoweed€™s economy is tied very closely to the Lake. Being able to enjoy the
lake during the winter months would help take the seasonality out of their
economy. Lake owners would come more to the lake therefore helping Wedowee
[and Randolph County] during the winter months.

Keeping the lake level higher will expose less river bank during the winter
months, eliminating some erosion that is caused by the rainfall. This reduces
silt into our rivers damaging wild life and vegetation.

When the lake is down 8 feet, there are many areas of the lake that are
exposed where there are cultural artifacts. Raising the drop level from 8
feet to 6 feet would help protect these areas.

Raising the water level in the winter from 8 to 6 feet would probably allow
over 25% of the current lots to have access to their dock to the water.

I know about three or four years ago Alabama Power requested and received a
variance to raise the lake level in January by 2 feet instead of waiting to
April to raise it. This was based on a forecast the winter was going to be
drier than usual and AL Power was concerned they would not be able to get to
summer level on May 1. For those 2 years the lake level was a 6 feet drop
from January to April. The weather turned out to be a normal to above normal
amount of rainfall and Alabama Power handled those seasons without any
issues. Why cand€™t we have that now? Itd€™s been proven for 2 years a six
foot drop is more than adequate.

Thanks.

Jim Dudley



Document Accession #: 20210924-5103 Filed Date: 09/24/2021

Sonja Hollomon, Wedowee, AL.

I have a home on the lake, and I am a realtor in the area. Please
re-consider your decision to allow the lake levels to be adjusted. By
allowing the lake to adjust to 789 feet in the winter will add value to homes
on the lake. Those without winter water, may find they have some water under
their dock. Improved home values add to the economic impact of our small
community. The area surrounding the lake is a relatively poor county and any
improvements to homes on the lake has a ripple effect throughout the
community. The lake level has a direct impact on the economies of gas
stations, restaurants, grocery stores and shops in our small town. The
longer visitors stay during lake season, the more money they will spend.

I am also in favor of dropping the lake back down to a lower level every 4-5
years for folks to work on docks, and for Alabama Power to do maintenance.

Please consider this in your decision making process.



Document Accession #: 20210924-5148 Filed Date: 09/24/2021

Philip A Rhyne, Wedowee, AL.

Good Afternoon. I am writing to let you know that I respectfully object to
the preliminary relicensing proposal from Alabama Power Company in regards to
the RL Harris reservoir. I understand the main purpose for RL Harris is to
generate power but as time has evolved, I believe the economic impact of the
lake for Randolph County is just as important. I believe the guidelines for
dropping the lake level 8 feet in the fall of each year are antiquated. Flood
concerns that the area had back in 1960 hardly exist today. Technology has
advanced so greatly that it is much easier for Alabama Power to plan ahead to
avert possible flooding downstream. On a more personal note, as a land owner
on RL Harris, it is quite distressing not to have use of my dock for nearly
one half of each year. I believe it makes much more sense to drop the lake
level anywhere from 4 - 6 feet on an annual basis. If shoreline improvements
are necessary, the level could be dropped to 8 feet every 4 - 5 years. I
believe this change would benefit much of Randolph County and all of RH
Harris property owners while having little to no effect on communities
downstream or on Alabama Power. I very much appreciate you taking these
thoughts into consideration. Thank you.



Document Accession #: 20210927-5000 Filed Date: 09/27/2021

Sally Germany, Wedowee, AL.

I know that lowering the lake during the winter months is for flood control
but this seems to be managed during the other months when there is major
rainfall. Communication with the weather service is much better now and the
water level can be controlled. Lowering the water level in the winter to 6
feet instead of 8 would give so many more home or lot owners access to their
dock and the water during these months. The city of Wedowee relies a great
deal on the weekend lake traffic to benefit their economy. Giving more access
to the lake with the higher water level in the winter would keep more people
there year round rather than seasonal. Please consider this adaption to the
winter water level for R. L. Harris Reservoir.



Document Accession #: 20210927-5001 Filed Date: 09/27/2021

Kevin Campbell, Tallapoosa, GA.

Please travel the lake especially up the little Tallapoosa river portion .
The erosion is getting worse every year because of WAKE BOATS. The channel is
to narrow to hold up the the constant high wave forced by these vessels. The
damaged docks are unbelievable, just talk with the owner of Wedowee Docks.
I3€™m sure he enjoys the business. Please outlaw the wake boats or push them
below 48 bridge where the lake is much wider and less docks for several
miles.



Document Accession #: 20210927-5002 Filed Date: 09/27/2021

Daniel M Thomas, Wedowee, AL.

Unfortunately I was very disappointed to find out that Alabama Power has
eliminated the proposal to raise the winter water level, which would have
dropped the lake only 6 feet instead of the 8 foot drop we currently
experience during the winter. I strongly disagree with concerns about
possible downstream flooding.

When Lake Martin was relicensed several years ago and the same thing happened
I understand that you did listen to community concerns and reconsider the
decision to lower their levels. Now Lake Martind€™s water levels only drop 7
feet in the winter, as opposed to the 10 feet drop they experienced before
their relicensing.

First, the decision to lower the lake to current winter pool levels is based
on old studies done back in the 1960s. Weather forcasting technology had
greatly improved since then and meteorologists are very accurate as to how
much rain an area will receive and when. There is certainly no need for such
an enormous drop as the eight foot drop currently used.

Second, since Alabama Power can control the lake from May 1 to Sept, when we
have significant rainfall, they should be capable of controlling it during
this other period of time, from October to April, as well.

Third, the communications within the Alabama Power system is so much better
now. They can quickly and easily communicate with weather professionals and
other emergency related individuals and organizations, and react much quicker
now than in the past by utilizing technology and redundant systems. This
alone should eliminate the need to have an eight foot drop in the level when
five or six feet should be plenty.

Forth, sice Lake Martin was able to reduce their drop down from 10 to 7 feet
several years ago when they relicensed, and there has not been any adverse
effect the same consideration should be given to Lake Wedowee. It is the
same river system!

Fifth, in light of all the economic uncertainties in our current political
and financial environment and with Wedoweed€™s economy being tied as closely
to the lake as it is, being able to enjoy the lake during the winter months
would certainly help take the seasonality and related negative impact out of
the local economic concerns.

Sixth, by keeping the lake level higher less river bank will be exposed
during the winter months,

thereby liminating some erosion that is caused by the rainfall. It would also
reduce the silt into our rivers damaging wild life and vegetation. It would
also help preserve the critical Native American artifacts that are exposed by
the 8 foot drop. Raising the drop level from 8 feet to 6 feet would help
protect these areas.

Seventh, over 25% of the current lots would have access to their dock to the
water if the level were allowed to remain higher by 2 or 3 feet.

And finally, just a few years ago Alabama Power requested, and received, a
variance to raise the lake level in January by 2 feet instead of waiting to
April to raise it, based on a forecast that the winter it was going to be
much drier than usual and Alabama Power was concerned they would not be able
to get to summer level on May 1. For those 2 years the lake level was at a 6
feet drop from January to April. The weather during that time, turned out to
be a normal to above normal amount of rainfall and Alabama Power handled
those seasons without any issues. So, it&€™s been proven for 2 years, that a
6 foot drop is more than adequate to handle the winter water inflow.

My family and I are only one voice. But we are one of many families who are
greatly affected, in many ways, by this decision of a few. We hope that our
ideas and concerns are seriously considered and given serious thought. Thank
you!



Document Accession #: 20210927-5003 Filed Date: 09/27/2021

Ray E Stedwell, Wedowee, AL.

I would like to make a comment concerning the R.L.Harris winter pool levels.
I would prefer a change from the winter pool level of 785 to 787. The
higher pool level would make it possible for me to keep my boat in the water
and use my floating dock lift all year long. When the lake is down to 875, I
can not put my boat in the water, as the 1lift is touching bottom. Increasing
the water level would allow use of the lift properly.

With todays greatly improved technology and communications abilities, Alabama
Power has proven they can handle any flood control issues with the higher
pool level. This has also been proven with the Lake Martin project. 1In
addition, the higher pool level would also cut down on rain erosion that
takes place with the lower pool level.

Thank you for your time and consideration on this topic,

Ray E. Stedwell, MD



Document Accession #: 20210927-5005 Filed Date: 09/27/2021

Cary Reno, Wedowee, AL.

It's come to my attention that AP has not included a reduction in the winter
pool level for the lake on its licensing renewal. If AP proceeds without the
change request it will be a huge miss on a chance to improve the quality of
life for both residents and visitors to the lake.

It's obvious to anyone that has a history on the lake that the current lake
level draw down is overkill to account for any anticipated rainfall. I have
never witnessed any rainfall events which have even mildly challenged the
pool reserve. Even if such an extraordinary event were to occur AP could
request a temporary variance to draw down before it, although I can't see
that being necessary.

However, a raise in the pool would allow, by my estimate, at least 50% of the
residents on the lake to more thoroughly enjoy their property during the
winter months. Those who normally leave for 6 months will have cause to
return, thus benefitting the town of Wedowee, it's businesses, tax revenues,
and in turn schools, road improvements, etc. An increase in the summer pool
could help change Wedowee from a town which thrives for 6 months per year,
with businesses shaped only around weekenders and visitors, to one that is
built to support a steady population.

Additionally, many people fish this lake, and the drawn down and late raising
of the pool is problematic for certain fish populations. The lake has an
abundance of some less desirable species (white bass for instance) and a
shortage of competing and more desirable species, like black and white
crappie. Crappie spawn in the mid-spring months of March and April. They
move to the 5-8' depth areas to make their beds (nest) where the sun can warm
their eggs and brood. However, once they are full swing, the lake level
rises dramatically, moving once favorable water depth and water temperature
locations into a position not very suitable for successful spawning. The
result is a less than desirable spawn of a more desirable sport fish, and
table fair, leading to poorer competition for competitor species such as
white bass, which spawn earlier in the winter.

As a resident and business owner on theme lake, I am urging AP to add this
provision back its licensing application. To leave it out would be a
terrible mistake, and poor stewardship of the lake for those who enjoy it.
We can have a more enjoyable lake life while still providing flood control
for those downstream, the current provisions are simply overkill. Please
represent us well in your efforts.

Cary Reno



Document Accession #: 20210927-5006 Filed Date: 09/27/2021

Ryan West, Wedowee, AL.

I object to the preliminary re-licensing proposal from AL Power Company in
regards to RL Harris reservoir. As a property owner on the lake, I believe
it is beneficial that the lake not be lowered more than 4 ft for winter pool.
Advanced technologies in weather forecasting means that flooding concerns
from the 1960s are no longer relevant. A higher winter pool would mean more

lake usage year round which is important to the economy to Wedowee and
Randolph county.



Document Accession #: 20210927-5007 Filed Date: 09/27/2021

JAMES A BANKSTON, Wedowee, AL.

I respectfully object to the preliminary relicensing proposal from Alabama
Power Company in regards to RL Harris reservoir.

As a stakeholder on Lake Wedowee, I believe it to be beneficial that the lake
not be lowered more than 4 feet for winter pool on a yearly basis and then
every 4 years for it to drop 8 feet for more extensive shoreline maintenance.

We have advanced so much technologically that flood concerns from the 1960s
are no longer relevant. We know days ahead of time that significant weather
events are in the area, and I believe Alabama Power Company can mitigate it
as necessary.

If we were to change winter level to 789, it would still allow for shoreline
maintenance but would make more docks accessible throughout the year. that
would translate to more people enjoying the lake year round and also more
dollars would come to our communities. Lake Wedowee is in a relatively poor
county and the economic impact of the lake is significant. Making lake season
longer would definitely benefit the communities because more people would
stay longer. I would also like to see full pool extended by 30 days each
year, by adding 15 days to the spring and 15 days to the fall.

I understand the main purpose for RL Harris is to generate power, but as it
has evolved for Randolph County the economic impact of the lake is just as
important.



Document Accession #: 20210927-5008 Filed Date: 09/27/2021

John R Britt, SR, Wedowee, AL.

This is in regards to Lake Wedowee. The winter pool level should be changed
from an eight-foot drop to a six-foot drop (from winter pool level of 785
feet to 787 feet). The decision to lower the lake [to current winter pool
levels] is based on o0ld studies done back in the 1960s. Weather forecasting
has [improved dramatically] since then and now meteorologists are very
accurate as to how much rain an area will receive and when. This eliminates
the need for such a safety factor with an eight foot drop.

Raising the water level in the winter from 8 to 6 feet would probably allow
over 25% of the current lots to have access to their dock to the water.

if flood control is the reason you lower the lake from the end of [October]
to the end of April, how is it Alabama Power can control the lake from May 1
to Sept 30? We have significant rainfall during this period as well. Raising
the water level in the winter from 8 to 6 feet would probably allow over 25%
of the current lots to have access to their dock to the water.
Thank you.



Document Accession #: 20210927-5009 Filed Date: 09/27/2021

CHRIS E LUNSFORD, WEDOWEE, AL.

Having been a 29 year resident on the RL Harris reservoir, I would like to
comment on the pending decision of winter level modification. I believe the
winter level should be modified as the current rule has been in place since
the creation of this reservoir. The authorities have been able to administer
flood control with weather advancement technology allowing them to stay ahead
of weather affecting water levels all year long, not just during winter level
periods. While flood control is a vital operation, advancements in water
level management places the winter water level modification as a wviable
option. Using Lake Martin as a template model, their modification could
easily be employed on the RL Harris Reservoir. Another concern on this lake
is the negative impact of winter erosion that occurs to the exposed lake
bottom shoreline. There would be less activity if the water level was raised
during the winter schedule. And having a lesser variance would stabilize the
underwater vegetation and wildlife in the increased water areas. Reservoirs
generate positive economic improvements for the towns that surround them.
Wedowee and the other surrounding areas would reap increased economic growth.
I know the authorities making this decision see these points as pertinent.
While there may be optional level changes you are considering, I would
suggest possible test seasons whereby a 1,2,3,and 4 foot test could be
administered. At the of the 4th season modification, you would have factual
data to consider a final modification level. I am hopeful that the
authorities will strongly consider these comments. Thank you in advance for
accepting these comments.



Document Accession #: 20210927-5010 Filed Date: 09/27/2021

Norman K Patty, Pelham, AL.
My opinion is that full pool should be extended from April 1 to November 1.

Raising winter levels would be nice as well. It is very steep (and possibly
dangerous) to get down to our dock when the water level is low.

Thank you for considering these opinions.



Document Accession #: 20210927-5018 Filed Date: 09/27/2021

Mildred Susan Hill, Decatur, GA.

I respectfully object to the preliminary relicensing proposal from Alabama
Power Company in regards to RL Harris reservoir.

As a stakeholder on Lake Wedowee, I believe it to be beneficial that the lake
not be lowered more than 4 feet for winter pool on a yearly basis and then
every 4 years for it to drop 8 feet for more extensive shoreline

maintenance.

We have advanced so much technologically that flood concerns from the 1960s
are no longer relevant. We know days ahead of time that significant weather
events are in the area, and I believe Alabama Power Company can mitigate it
as necessary.

If we were to change winter level to 789, it would still allow for shoreline
maintenance but would make more docks accessible throughout the year. that
would translate to more people enjoying the lake year round and also more
dollars would come to our communities. Lake Wedowee is in a relatively poor
county and the economic impact of the lake is significant. Making lake season
longer would definitely benefit the communities because more people would
stay longer.

I understand the main purpose for RL Harris is to generate power, but as it
has evolved for Randolph County the economic impact of the lake is just as
important.



Document Accession #: 20210927-5019 Filed Date: 09/27/2021

Kathy Nixon, Wedowee, AL.

I respectfully object to the preliminary relicensing proposal from Alabama
Power Company in regards to RL Harris reservoir.

As a stakeholder on Lake Wedowee, I believe it to be beneficial that the lake
not be lowered more than 4 feet for winter pool on a yearly basis and then
every 4 years for it to drop 8 feet for more extensive shoreline
maintenance.

We have advanced so much technologically that flood concerns from the 1960s
are no longer relevant. We know days ahead of time that significant weather
events are in the area, and I believe Alabama Power Company can mitigate it
as necessary.

If we were to change winter level to 789, it would still allow for shoreline
maintenance but would make more docks accessible throughout the year. that
would translate to more people enjoying the lake year round and also more
dollars would come to our communities. Lake Wedowee is in a relatively poor
county and the economic impact of the lake is significant. Making lake season
longer would definitely benefit the communities because more people would
stay longer.

I understand the main purpose for RL Harris is to generate power, but as it
has evolved for Randolph County the economic impact of the lake is just as
important.



Document Accession #: 20210927-5020 Filed Date: 09/27/2021

Tammy Lovvorn, Wedowee, AL.

I respectfully protest the decision to keep the winter water level the same
for Lake Harris. The water level is successfully managed by Alabama Power all
year at full pool without causing excess flooding downstream during extreme
weather events, such as hurricanes, and major rainfall events.

Technology for measuring rainfall events has significantly improved over the
years. For example, the National Weather System can show intense rainfall
cores and estimate rainfall rates and trends. This is the same technology
used for issuing flash flood warnings across the state.

Raising the level during the winter improves the economy of the surrounding
rural area. When the water level drops, so does the economy! This impacts the
overall health of the area. In addition, there are cultural sites which are
exposed during the lower winter level. These sites would be kept covered if
the water level was kept higher; thus, ensuring the historical artifacts stay
protected and covered.

Winter water levels have been successfully changed at Martin, Weiss and Logan
Martin with no downstream issues. The same should be done for Lake Harris.



Document Accession #: 20210927-5021 Filed Date: 09/27/2021

Maria Smith, Wedowee, AL.

I protest the decision to keep the winter water level the same. Keeping the
winter lake level higher will make the lake more enjoyable for all. With
today's technology, concerns about flooding is no longer an issue.
Surrounding lakes in the area, including Lake Martin and Lake Logan Martin,
have successfully raised their winter lake levels without issues. There is no
reason why R. L. Harris Dam cannot do the same.



Document Accession #: 20210927-5022 Filed Date: 09/27/2021

Jeffrey Lawler, Anniston, AL.

To whom it may concern, I&€™m writing this on behalf of the lake wedowee
community.

I understand controlling flooding , But in my four years of being on the lake
the lake I have never seen the lake even come close to flooding. With the
ability to drop the water levels very quickly I think drawing the water down
8 feet is a bit much.

Dropping the lake to only 6 feet would give the community more recreational
opportunity. As well as put less stress on docks such as mine which is on a
very steep bank &€

I also feel as though the drawdown duration is far too long since we often
have very nice weather into November and early in March.

Thank you for your time and consideration .

Sincerely

Jeff and Kellie Lawler



Document Accession #: 20210927-5023 Filed Date: 09/27/2021

Rick Benefield, Lineville, AL.
Please consider adjusting the winter water level on Harris Lake from the
current 88€™ to 64€™. Thank you.



Document Accession #: 20210927-5024 Filed Date: 09/27/2021

Charles Denman, Titusville, FL.
Regarding: Harris Dam raising permanent winter pool

Please do not establish higher reservoir levels!

Since the construction of the Harris Dam both the frequency and severity of
flooding to down stream property has increased. Due to the current dam
operating methods downstream land owners are suffering loss of property
rights, use and enjoyment of their property, property damage and property
value. There is also the possibility of loss of life from flooding.

Raising established lake levels would further reduce the reservoirs capacity
for downstream flood protection. Reservoir levels should be lowered to
increase capacity to store flood water.

Being aware of recent flooding and complaints from downstream land owners and
river users Increasing winter pool levels would be sending the message that
the Harris Dam and APC is dropping any pretense of flood control.

Chuck Denman



Document Accession #: 20210927-5025 Filed Date: 09/27/2021

Phillip Nixon, Wedowee, AL.

i»¢I respectfully object to the preliminary relicensing proposal from Alabama
Power Company in regards to RL Harris reservoir.

As a stakeholder on Lake Wedowee, I believe it to be beneficial that the lake
not be lowered more than 4 feet for winter pool on a yearly basis and then
every 4 years for it to drop 8 feet for more extensive shoreline maintenance.

We have advanced so much technologically that flood concerns from the 1960s
are no longer relevant. We know days ahead of time that significant weather
events are in the area, and I believe Alabama Power Company can mitigate it
as necessary.

If we were to change winter level to 789, it would still allow for shoreline
maintenance but would make more docks accessible throughout the year. that
would translate to more people enjoying the lake year round and also more
dollars would come to our communities. Lake Wedowee is in a relatively poor
county and the economic impact of the lake is significant. Making lake season
longer would definitely benefit the communities because more people would
stay longer.

I understand the main purpose for RL Harris is to generate power, but as it
has evolved for Randolph County the economic impact of the lake is just as
important.



Document Accession #: 20210927-5026 Filed Date: 09/27/2021

David Flohr, Wedowee, AL.

Request that the winter pool be changed from 785 feet to 787 feet (
essentially a 6 foot winter drop versus the current 8 foot winter drop) since
the current winter level is based on old studies from the 60's. This change
in winter pool is in keeping with that already changed for Lake Martin (from
10 feet winter drop to the current 7 foot winter drop). I see no reason why
it shouldn't also be changed for Lake Wedowee/RL Harris Reservoir.



Document Accession #: 20210927-5027 Filed Date: 09/27/2021

Barbara Owen, Wedowee, AL.
There are many reasons why Alabama Power should raise the drop level from 8
feet to 6 feet and I am sure those have been reported from other property
owners on the lake. We have owned property on lake Wedowee since 1998 and it
would be good to be able to have water access to so many owners during the
winter months.
The question remaining is why Lake Martin was able to keep lake level higher
during winter months and we are the same water system.
Please consider raising the drop level from 8 feet to 6 feet during winter
months for lake owners like us on Wedowee.
Thank you.
Barbara/Rodney Owen



Document Accession #: 20210927-5028 Filed Date: 09/27/2021

Bradley B Mitchell, SR, Wedowee, AL.

I sincerely and respectfully urge you to adjust the winter level draw down at
Harris resevoir from 8 feet to 6feet. The current level drawdown was
establish some 25 Or 30 years ago. Since then weather prediction/forecasting
has improved dramatically. Given these improvements, a 5 to 6 foot drawdown
should be sufficient to manage the potential for floods.

I understand that a similar adjustment was made for Lake Martin. Please
consider doing the same for Harris. This adjustment will greatly improve
boating and other recreational activities on the Lake. This will be a plus
for our local economy which is largely dependent on lake and water
activities.



Document Accession #: 20210927-5029 Filed Date: 09/27/2021

Emily Berger, Wedowee, AL.
To whom it may concern:

The studies that were done to stated the lake needs to be lowered was from a
study in the 1960s. This study is outdated and is no longer needed due to the
improved weather forecasting of the rain levels.

Why is it that Lake Martin was able reduce their drop down from 10 feet to 7
feet several years ago?

Wedoweed€™s economy is very much tied to the lake levels. By leaving the lake
levels higher, you are creating more job opportunities and more visitors to
the area.

By raising the lake level from 8 feet to 6 feet, it would mean that 25
percent more of the docks are in water. This would give that many more
residents access to their docks.

As you can see, itd€™s very important to change the decrease from 8 feet to 6
feet for several reasons. Please take these into consideration when making
your decision. Thanks.

Emily Berger
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Robert E Berger, JR, Wedowee, AL.

I am writing to comment on the winter pool levels of R.L. Harris Reservoir. I
find the lack of change in the policy disappointing. I know itd€™s lowered to
help with flooding, but seems with better forecasting of rain that we
currently have, that a new winter pool of 7878€™ would be acceptable. It is
also my understanding that Lake Martin recently had their winter pool raised
by 3 feet. Thered€™s no reason that Wedowee cand€™t do the same. In the past
theyd€™ve raised the winter pool early for fear of a dryer spring and not
reaching full pool by May. If they are able to do that some years, thered€™s
no reason it cand€™t be permanent.

A higher winter pool would also significantly help the local economy. Many
find their property unusable in the winter months due to lack of water. Even
a small increase in the winter pool would make the lake accessible to many
more. This would really help the local area thrive.

I would really like it to be reconsidered to raise the winter pool of lake
Wedowee. This is something that everyone can agree would make the lake much
better. Plus, we now have the technology and ability to keep the water level
higher while still providing a safe margin for winter flooding. Thank you.
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William A Julian, Anniston, AL.

I have had a home on Lake Harris (Wedowee) for over 30 years. My boat dock
does not float in the winter pool. My boat ramp is useless in the winter.
In all my years there, I have never seen flooding conditions and I am not
aware of flooding below Harris Dam. If the winter level could be changed
from 8 ft. to 6 ft., the lake would be more accessible for recreational use,
without putting properties below the dam at risk. This would change the
attitude of many homeowners and weekenders. I realize the 8 ft. standard is
to reduce the risk of flooding but I really do not believe a 6 ft. standard
is a major problem in comparison to the increase in available recreational
use.
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Tracy K Dickerson, Wedowee, GA.

Greetings,

First, Alabama Power does a great job managing R.L. Harris Reservoir (Lake
Wedowee) and it is a gem in the chain of reservoirs under their oversight.
All visitors to Lake Wedowee are awed and inspired by it's beauty and value
to East Alabama residents.

I understand Alabama Power is going thru the process of relicensing for FERC
review. Many of us here on the lake wish you would consider changing the
winter draw down lake level from it's present 8 feet reduction, to only 6
feet of drawdown. Two more feet of water would add more safety for boaters
in places where trees have been left in the lake previously, and would
increase the number of docks that could be used in winter by many homeowners.

As a fisherman, I believe the winter drawdown also impacts spring spawning
quality resulting in less reproduction of our largemouth bass population.

The lake is being overtaken by spotted bass.

Alabama Power has always done a great job managing the lake level year round,
even the heavy downpours we get associated with the hurricane season and
heavy rains during the spring and summer. It just seems like the 8' drawdown
is overly conservative to handle winter flooding rains which have been
previously been handled routinely by the power company. Seems like a winter
drawdown to five or six feet would be enough.

Is it possible to give it a try on a temporary basis to see if it will work?
Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

With best regards, Tracy K. Dickerson
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Michael Belek, Lithopolis, OH.
Comments on Tallapoosa River: Harris Dam relicensing

In the past five decades the Harris Dam has been used to unwittingly wreck
the downstream environment while it generates cheap hydro-power. 1Its owner,
Alabama Power and ultimately Duke Energy, has borrowed water for its own
shareholder profit without regard to people outside of its customers and
investors.

During relicensing, I would like to see the following three considerations
below Harris Dam: Constant water flow; Flood control; and Habitat
improvements.

Constant water flow: Surging water to generate power-at-a-whim have eroded
river banks and created problems for recreation users. Most of the warm
months when fishing and boating is a focus for many folks, the water level
and water flow is sporadic and unreliable. At extreme surges water can sweep
off their feet those fishing or young swimmers. Recreational users would
benefit from constant flowd€”perhaps from a smaller auxiliary turbine that
could be under a constant load.

Flood control: Since Harris Dam has been in place there have been many
high water conditions that ruin property of below-dam users and land owners.
The winter and spring pool is often kept at high levels for the pleasure of
property owners on Lake Wedowee without consideration of damaging property of
land owners and users below the dam. When large rain events happen in the
spring, the water has to be quickly dumpedd€”with sad consequences.

Habitat improvements: The flow from Harris Dam not only surges, but it is
COLD! The original habitat along Alabama rivers surely was meant by Mother
Nature to be much warmer/more temperate to nurture fish and wildlife.
Perhaps a smaller constant-flow turbine could mix in warm surface water with
bottom flow to restore some normalcy to the Tallapoosa River.

As relicensing moves forward, these three items (constant water flow, flood
control, habitat mitigation) should be strongly considered before granting

renewal. Long after power companies chase the next power generation source
in the future, the river damage left in the wake will be beyond repair.

Michael Belek, Lithopolis, Ohio

Member of the John Wyatt Heflin family of Roanoke, Alabama
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Barry Smith, Wedowee, AL.

I am a full time resident on Lake RL Harris and have owned lake front
property for 30 years. Lowering the winter pool level 8 feet has always been
a challenge to me and many other property owners because at this level we
cannot use our docks in the winter. We were encouraged when Lake Martin got
their winter pool level changed last year. The expectation was that RL
Harris would be treated in the same manner and our winter pool level raised.

I have attended many of the meetings regarding relicensing of the lake. It
seems clear that changing the winter pool level by a plus 2 feet is
manageable, in the best interest of the property owners, and the local
economy .

Please add my request to the many you have already received.

Thank You
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Larry W Lanier, Wedowee, AL.
September 27, 2021

Comment concerning the winter pool level for Lake Harris (Wedowee)

I live at The Bluffs in Wedowee, Alabama. The current policy of lowering the
lake winter pool by eight feet presents a problem for me as the ramp, which
provides me access to my dock, drops to such an angle as to make it hazardous
for me to attempt use. This is a major issue for me as this is also the time
when debris accumulates against my dock and causes damage to the structure
and my boat. If the lake level was not reduced to such a degree as it
presently is scheduled, the issues would not be so severe and my access would
not be blocked. A drop of winter pool to six feet instead of eight feet would
be somewhat less severe.

Also, the Alabama Power Dam authority does an excellent job managing the
water level by monitoring weather events and ensures that levels are at
approved levels during emergency and usual weather occurrences.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Larry Lanier

195 Laurel Drive
Wedowee, Alabama 36278
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MATTHEW STRYKER, Lineville, AL.

It is encouraging to see the steps proposed in the Harris PLP Recreation Plan
to add the continuous minimum flow unit and to add an additional canoe/kayak
access below the dam. These measures should significantly increase the
number and quality of recreation activities on the Tallapoosa between the
tailrace and Germanys Ferry. Alabama Power should continue to work with
USACE, the Alabama Scenic River Trail, and the city/county governments in
Malone and Wadley to encourage publicly accessible canoe/kayaking put-ins
between River Miles 139-124.

The addition of an additional day-use park with swimming areas is likewise
great to see, allowing more local folks to enjoy the lake.

With regards to the Shoreline Management Plan, Alabama Power should consider
adding or revising regulations to reduce the negative impact of motorized
vessels on shoreline bank stabilization, specifically reducing impacts from
vessels which create oversized wakes relative to their waterline length -
typically called 'wake boats'.

In addition, the Shoreline Management Plan should allow property owners to
repair or restack non-seawall bank mitigation measures (i.e. rip rap) without
requiring expensive permitting fees and delays which discourage upkeep.
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Leisel Glass Caldwell, Wedowee, AL.
I respectfully object to the preliminary relicensing proposal from Alabama
Power Company in regards to RL Harris reservoir.

As a property owner on Lake Wedowee, I believe it to be beneficial that the
lake not be lowered more than 4 feet for winter pool on a yearly basis and
then every 4 years for it to drop 8 feet for more extensive shoreline
maintenance.

We have advanced so much technologically that flood concerns from the 1960s
should no longer be relevant. We know days ahead of time that significant
weather events are in the area, and I believe Alabama Power Company has
already demonstrated it can control the water level as necessary.

If we were to change the winter level to 789, it would still allow for
shoreline maintenance but would make more docks accessible throughout the
year, which would translate to more people enjoying the lake year-round, and
also more dollars would come to our communities. Lake Wedowee is in a
relatively poor county and the economic impact of the lake is significant.
Making, the lake season longer would definitely benefit the communities
because more people would stay longer.

I understand the main purpose for RL Harris is to generate power, but as it
has evolved for Randolph County the economic impact of the lake is very
important.
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John J Del Pilar, Wedowee, AL.

To Whom it may concern

I know about three or four years ago Alabama Power requested and received a
variance to raise the lake level in January by 2 feet instead of waiting to
April to raise it. This was based on a forecast the winter was going to be
drier than usual and AL Power was concerned they would not be able to get to
summer level on May 1. For those 2 years the lake level was a 6 feet drop
from January to April. The weather turned out to be a normal to above normal
amount of rainfall and Alabama Power handled those seasons without any
issues. Why cand€™t we have that now? It&€™s been proven for 2 years a six
foot drop is more than adequate.

Additionally with keeping the lake level higher this will expose less river
bank during the winter months, eliminating some erosion that is caused by the
rainfall. This reduces silt into our rivers damaging wild life and
vegetation.

Last point to ponder is Lake Martin was able to reduce their drop down from
10 to 7 several years ago when they relicensed? Same river system? Makes no
sense. Plus if flood control is the reason you lower the lake from the end of
[October] to the end of April, how is it Alabama Power can control the lake
from May 1 to Sept 30? We have significant rainfall during this period as
well.
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Rachel Moon, Delta, AL.

Please reconsider the decision to keep the winter level of Lake Wedowee at
eight feet below full pool rather than reducing the drop in lake level to six
feet. Given the topography of the lake, so much more of it is accessible
during the entire year if the level was only dropped six feet. This not only
affects lake homeowners, but visitors and the local economy which relies
heavily on the lake for it's vitality. It is my understanding that the
winter pool rule is based on outdated studies and from a time where weather
forecasting was not where it is today. I also understand that our downstream
neighbors at Lake Martin have had their winter pool rule recently changed
from 10 feet to 7 feet drop. I would like to see the same careful planning
and consideration go into the decision for Lake Wedowee.
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Todd L Kellar, Wedowee, AL.

Please do not eliminate the proposal to raise the winter water level to 6
feet instead of 8 feet. I am a property owner and have no use at my property
when the level is dropped by 8 feet. I would like to see the lake dropped to
only 4 ft instead of 8 ft. If anything this would be nice every other year
if possible.

I agree with these thoughts:

If flood control is the reason you lower the lake from October to April, how
is it Alabama Power can control the lake from May 1 to Sept 30? We have
significant rainfall during this period as well.

Why is it Lake Martin was able to reduce their drop down from 10 to 7 several
years ago when they relicensed? Same river system?

Wedoweed€™s economy is tied very closely to the Lake. Being able to enjoy the
lake during the winter months would help take the seasonality out of their
economy. Lake owners would come more to the lake, therefore, helping Wedowee
and Randolph County during the winter months.

Keeping the lake level higher will expose less river bank during the winter
months, eliminating some erosion that is caused by the rainfall. This reduces
silt into our rivers damaging wildlife and vegetation.

Raising the water level in the winter from 8 to 6 feet would probably allow
over 25% of the current lots to have access to their dock to the water.

Thank you for your consideration,

Todd Kellar
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Douglas Bonner, Wedowee, AL.

I have seen this lake fill up from winter pool in 3 days and be back down
8 feet in the same amount of time. I did not hear of any down stream flooding
then. With todayd€™s technology of weather forecasting a winter pool draw
down of 6 feet is doable. Not to mention how much better it would be for the
fish. It would greatly help the economy in Wedowee. It was changed for Lake
Martin why not R.L. Harris.

Thank you, Doug Bonner



Document Accession #: 20210927-5122 Filed Date: 09/27/2021

Jennifer S Cackett, Peachtree City, GA.

Please reconsider changing the winter lake level to enable us to keep more
water in the lake during the off season. It's my understanding that Wedowee
is part of a network of waters that flow through AL and that the water level
is controlled by AL Power. Several years ago, property owners at Lake Martin
were successful in having their winter level changed. That lake is much
bigger and requires much more water. In keeping Wedowee at higher winter
levels, we would be able to enjoy the lake year round while still having the
option to do shoreline work. With less shoreline exposed, the erosion should
be reduced.

Thank you for your consideration.
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Douglas A Blalock, Lineville, AL.

I am suggesting that Alabama Power please reconsider the winter lake level to
be at 787 versus previous years at 785, this would provide a more safer and
enjoyable level for home owners and visitors to RL Harris Reservoir and would
not hinder any issues with water conservation. This would help with erosion
concerns with keeping the water level up for longer period. When water levels
are too low it causes more damage with rain fall which could be damaging to
the wildlife and vegetation.

Thank you for the consideration

Douglas (Allen) Blalock
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Mark Christopher, Oxford, AL.

Please consider changing the winter pool to 6 ft drop instead of 8ft drop
also please consider extending the summer pool for an additional 2 months The
cities of Wedowee and Lineville and the counties of Randolph and Clay
economies depend on the Lake. Being able to enjoy the lake during the winter
months would help minimize the seasonality of the lake. Lake owners would
come more to the lake therefore helping the cities and county during the
winter months.

Alabama Power is able to manage the water much better than 25 years ago for a
reason y'all are well aware of.

Thank You

Mark Christopher
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Chris hulsey, Wedowee, AL.

Hello, I am a full time resident at lake wedowee, R.L Harris project . We
have been here for about 7 years and have seen the water level lowered at 8
ft every year. While it does help with dock maintenance and repair, I think
it would be just as beneficial to only power 6ft. Everyone on the lake or
around I feel would benefit from just lowering 6 ft yearly, as it would allow
a good portion of residents to be able to use their docks through the winter
months for fishing and other activities. I believe it would also benefit the
local economy by getting weekend residents down through winter months , which
would be spending money locally and supporting all local businesses. Some of
the small business here struggle to survive through the winter, and I&€™m
sure they would be very happy to have the business over the winter. Even
lowering just 6 ft, I think most rock repairs and Manteca could be easily
preformed and it would also help with bank erosion . I know lake Martin was
able to do this , and have heard from many people how much better it is to
have that extra water. Please take into consideration all of the peopled€™s
comments and concerns on this subject , and help lake wedowee continue to
thrive, not only the ecosystem but the economy as well.
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Roger McNeilm, Wedowee, AL.

This is in reference to changing the winter lake level on R.L Harris
Reservoir from 485 feet to 487 feet. I was the Service Hydrologist for the
National Weather Service on Birmingham AL and am quite familiar with flooding
on the Tallapoosa River. I do not believe raising the winter pool level on
R.L. Harris reservoir during the winter months was result in a significant
flood threat to areas downstream. With the improvement in forecasting
rainfall during the past several years, in most instances there would be
significant advance warning of widespread heavy rainfall to allow Alabama
Power to evacuate water crop the reservoir and increase their available
storage. Winter levels on Lake Martin (which is a much larger reservoir) were
increased upward a few years ago and have to this point not had a significant
impact for increased flood risks downstream. Raising the winter pool level
two feet on Harris Reservoir would keep many docks floating and not sitting
on rocky bank bottoms, and would help diminish damage to many of those docks.
Thanks for the chance to comment on this matter.
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David Greene, Birmingham, AL.
Dear Alabama Power,

I believe that the water level at Lake Wedowee should remain higher longer
and not be dropped to 785 ft from October-April. Modern technology has made
it possible to keep the lake level higher and still maintain safety against
flooding. Lake Martin now has a higher Winter pool level and the same should
apply to Lake Wedowee. I have a house on the lake and would like to spend
more time there enjoying the lake. The town of Wedowee benefits benefits
greatly from the lake. Allow homeowners at Lake Wedowee to enjoy the benefits
of lake access in a similar fashion as homeowners as Lake Martin homeowners
do.

Thank you.

David H. and Ann M. Greene
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Michael D Edwards, Wedowee, AL.

I observed the consideration of keeping the lake at 787 level has been
dropped. The lake, left higher (787) would make our area much more usable and
commerce friendly. The studies used are old studies done in the 1960's.
Weather forecasting today is far more accurate making an 8 foot drop
excessive. If flood control is a concern from October to April how is it that
Alabama power can control the lake from May 1 to September 30- we have
significant rainfall during this period as well. A five or six foot drop is
plenty due to much better communication with weather authorities. Lake Martin
was able to reduce their drop from 10 to 7 several years ago at relicensing -
same river system! Our economy in Wedowee and Randolph is closely tied and we
need this badly so we ca continue growing a much needed boost in lake usage.
Having the water level raised from 8 feet to only a six foot drop would allow
over 25 % of current lots to have access to water in the drop period .A six
foot drop is more than adequate. in a few years ago you requested a variance
to raise the lake level by 2 feet to cover for a drought that year. Two years
only a six foot drop was used. The Power Company handled the unexpected
rainfall without issues. Please help our economy, and grow east Alabama by
reducing the drop in level from 8 foot to six foot. Please press to get this
relicensed at 6 foot drop. Respectfully Yours, Dr Michael D. Edwards
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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
1208-B Main Street
Daphne, Alabama 36526

IN REPLY REFER TO SEP 2 7 2“21
Ms. Kimberly D. Bose

Secretary

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission

888 First Street, N.E.

Washington, D.C. 20426

Re: Comments on Alabama Power Company’s Preliminary License Proposal for the R.L. Harris
Hydroelectric Project (P-2628).

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Alabama Ecological Services Field Office (ALFO) has
reviewed Alabama Power Company’s preliminary license proposal and provides the following
comments. Our comments are made in accordance with the Endangered Species Act (ESA) of
1973 (87 Stat. 884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act, as
amended (16 U.S.C. 661-667¢), and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (16 U.S.C. 703, ef seq.).

Endangered and Threatened Species

The following species may occur within or near the affected area:

Gray bat (Myotis grisescens) — Endangered

Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) — Endangered

Northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis) — Threatened
Red cockaded woodpecker (Picoides borealis) - Endangered
Finelined pocketbook (Hamiota altilis) - Endangered

White fringeless orchid (Platanthera integrilabia) - Threatened
Price’s potato bean (4pios priceana) - Threatened

Little amphianthus (Amphianthus pusillus) - Threatened

The ALFO has coordinated and provided technical assistance with Alabama Power Company as it
developed its study plan for threatened and endangered species. Based on the information in our
records and provided in Alabama Power Company’s preliminary license proposal and Final
Threatened and Endangered Species Study Report (filed in January 2021), we agree that the red
cockaded woodpecker, finelined pocketbook, white fringeless orchid, and little amphianthus are
not likely to occur within the project area. Further, we have no records of Price’s potato bean
from within the project boundary. However, we agree with Alabama Power Company’s
conclusion that the species may occur within the project boundary although it was not detected.
Finally, gray bats are primarily associated with caves and suitable habitat for Indiana bat and
northern long-eared bat habitat includes forests and woodlots containing potential roost trees,
including live trees and/or snags > 5 inches (12.7 centimeters) and > 3 inches dbh (7.6

PHONE: 251-441-5181 FAX:251-441-6222
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Ms. Kimberly Bose 2

centimeters), respectively, that have exfoliating bark, cracks, crevices or hollows. Some adjacent
and interspersed non-forested habitats such as emergent wetlands and adjacent edges of
agricultural fields, old fields and pastures, as well as linear features such as fencerows, riparian
forests, and other wooded corridors may also be considered suitable habitat. These wooded areas
may be dense or loose aggregates of trees with variable amounts of canopy closure. Individual
trees may be considered suitable habitat when they exhibit the characteristics of a potential roost
tree and are located within 1,000 feet (305 meters) of other forested/wooded habitat. Information
provided by Alabama Power Company in its preliminary license proposal and study report
indicate that suitable habitat for bat species is likely present within the project boundary. We
recommend tree clearing occur from October 15 to March 31 when proposed for areas that overlap
with potential bat habitat as a conservation measure. Our office continues to coordinate with
Alabama Power Company as it develops a wildlife management plan/timber management plan as
it relates to listed bat species.

In addition to the listed species named above, four freshwater mussels known to occur in the
Tallapoosa River: Tallapoosa orb (Quadrula asperata archeri), Alabama hickorynut (Obovaira
uniocolor), delicate spike (Elliptio artata), and Alabama spike (Elliptio arca), have been
petitioned for listing under the Endangered Species Act (ESA) and are currently under review (76
FR 59836-59862. While petitioned species are afforded no protections under the ESA, we
encourage proactive conservation for them. Measures that would benefit the conservation of these
petitioned mussels would include implementing operations that provide for more natural flow
regimes that more closely match expected conditions in similar, unaltered systems such as flow
seasonality, magnitude, and frequency, and by providing consistent, good water quality (e.g.,
dissolved oxygen and temperature).

Thank you for the opportunity to provided comments. If you have questions about any of
these comments, please contact Mr. Evan Collins at (251) 401-8250 or via email at
evan_collins@fws.gov.

Sincerely,
WI LLIAM Digitally signed by
WILLIAM PEARSON
Date: 2021.09.27
PEARSO 09:17:06 -05'00'
William J. Pearson

Field Supervisor
Alabama Ecological Services Field Office
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LANCE R. LEFLEUR
DIRECTOR

Alabama Department of Environmental Management
adem.alabama.gov

1400 Coliseum Blvd. 36110-2400 m Post Office Box 301463

Montgomery, Alabama 36130-1463
(334) 271-7700 m FAX (334) 271-7950

September 27, 2021

Ms. Kimberly D. Bose

Secretary

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
888 First Street, NE

Washington, D.C. 20426

RE:

Harris Relicensing: Comments on the Preliminary Licensing Proposal
FERC Project No. 2628
R.L. Harris Hydroelectric Project

Dear Ms. Bose:

The Water Quality Branch of the Alabama Department of Environmental Management
(ADEM) has reviewed the Preliminary Licensing Proposal (PLP) for the relicensing of the
R.L. Harris Hydroelectric Project released in June 2021. Based on our review of the PLP,
we submit the following comments:

Birmingham Branch

110 Vulcan Road
Birmingham, AL 35209-4702
(205) 942-6168

(205) 941-1603 (FAX)

On Page 7-3, Little Coon Creek is only listed for siltation on the 2020 303(d) List,
not habitat alteration.

In Table 7-1 (Page 7-3), Specific Water Quality Criteria for State of Alabama
Waters, the Dissolved Oxygen portions should state “Not less than 5.0 mg/L at a
depth of 5 feet in waters 10 feet or greater in depth” to clarify where in the water
column dissolved oxygen is measured.

In Table 7-1 (Page 7-3), Specific Water Quality Criteria for State of Alabama
Waters, temperature criteria may differ according to the location of the waterbody
within Alabama. Little Coon Creek is located in the Tennessee River Basin so the
following would apply: “The maximum temperature in streams, lakes, and
reservoirs in the Tennessee and Cahaba River Basins, and for that portion of the
Tallapoosa River Basin from the tailrace of Thurlow Dam at Tallassee
downstream to the junction of the Coosa and Tallapoosa Rivers which has been
designated by the Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources as
supporting smallmouth bass, sauger, or walleye, shall not exceed 86°F.” In the
case of R. L. Harris reservoir, the 90°F maximum temperature would apply.

In Table 7-1 (Page 7-3), Specific Water Quality Criteria for State of Alabama
Waters, a suggestion would be to group Fish and Wildlife and Public Water Supply
bacteria criteria as they have similar criteria and separate Swimming into its own
column. In addition, some of the bacteria criteria were missing from the table so
the E. coli bacteria criteria are as follows:

KAY IVEY

Decatur Branch P =& Mobile Branch Mobile-Coastal

2715 Sandlin Road, S.W. _ d 2204 Perimeter Road 4171 Commanders Drive
Decatur, AL 35603-1333 " " Mobile, AL 36615-1131 Mobile, AL 36615-1421
(256) 353-1713 . . (251) 450-3400 (251) 432-6533

(256) 340-9359 (FAX) p £ (251) 479-2593 (FAX) (251) 432-6598 (FAX)
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o Swimming use classification criteria: geometric mean of 126 colonies/100
mL and single sample max of 235 colonies/100 mL

o Fish & Wildlife and Public Water Supply use classification criteria is
divided into two time periods: May-October with a geometric mean of 126
colonies/100 mL and single sample max of 298 colonies/100 mL, and
November-April with a geometric mean of 548 colonies/100 mL and single
sample max of 2507 colonies/100 mL.

e On Page 7-14, water quality sampling at ADEM Station MARE-12 is discussed.
As previously stated in the Updated Study Report (USR) comments (June 11,
2021), “ADEM collected data at the site immediately downstream of Harris Dam
(MARE-12) during periods of non-generation in 2018. However, ADEM did
collect data during periods of generation in 2020.” ADEM collected water quality
data in 2020 at MARE-12 only during periods of generation.

We appreciate the opportunity to provide comments on this project. If you have any
questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at (334) 274-4250 (via email
jhaslbauer@adem.alabama.gov) or David Moore at (334) 274-4165 (via email
dimoore(@adem.alabama.gov).

Sincerely,

l‘f-\M\ 4{% An,
J

Jennifer M. Haslbauer, Chief
Standards and Planning Section, Water Quality Branch
Water Division

JMH/DIMjes
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FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION
MEMORANDUM

DATE: September 28,2021

FROM: Sarah Salazar, Environmental Biologist
Division of Hydropower Licensing
Office of Energy Projects

TO: Public Files for the R.L. Harris Hydroelectric Project
(FERC Project No. 2628-065)

SUBJECT: Updated List of Threatened, Endangered, Candidate, and
Proposed Species Generated by ECOS-IPaC Website on
September 27,2021

On September 27, 2021, Commission staff accessed the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's
ECOS-IPaC website (https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/) to update the species lists for the R.L.
Harris Hydroelectric Project (Harris Project), including the Harris Lake and James D.
Martin-Skyline Wildlife Management Area (Skyline WMA) portions of the project area.
For the Harris Lake portion of the project area, the updated list of species that may occur
within the project boundary, in the vicinity of Harris Lake, or be affected by the project
includes the species on the original species list (i.e., the endangered red-cockaded
woodpecker, Indiana bat, southern pigtoe mussel; and the threatened northern long-
eared bat, finelined pocketbook mussel, little amphianthus, and white fringeless orchid),
as well as the monarch butterfly, a candidate species for federal listing.

For the Skyline WMA portion of the project area, the updated list of species that may
occur within the project boundary, in the vicinity of Skyline WMA, or be affected by the
project includes the species on the original species list (i.e., the endangered gray bat,
Indiana bat, palezone shiner, Alabama lampmussel, Cumberland bean mussel, finerayed
pigtoe mussel, pale lilliput (pearlymussel), shiny pigtoe mussel, snuffbox mussel; and
the threatened northern long-eared bat, spotfin chub, rabbitsfoot mussel, Price’s potato-
bean, and white fringeless orchid), as well as the endangered slabside pearlymussel and
Morefield’s leather flower; the threatened American Hart’s-tongue fern; and the
candidate monarch butterfly.

No proposed species may occur within the project boundary or be affected by the
project. No designated critical habitat is located within the project boundary.

Copies of the lists are attached.
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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Alabama Ecological Services Field Office
1208 B Main Street
Daphne, AL 36526-4419
Phone: (251) 441-5181 Fax: (251) 441-6222

In Reply Refer To: September 27, 2021
Consultation Code: 04EA1000-2018-SLI-1094

Event Code: 04EA1000-2021-E-03688

Project Name: R.L. Harris Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 2628-065)

Subject: Updated list of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed
project location or may be affected by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:

The enclosed species list identifies threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate species, as
well as proposed and final designated critical habitat, that may occur within the boundary of your
proposed project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. Please note that new
information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of species,
changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. The species list fulfills the
requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the
Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

Note that due to the volume of emails received by our office, we cannot accept project
consultation requests by email.

Please feel free to contact us if you need more current information or assistance regarding the
potential impacts to federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated
and proposed critical habitat. Also note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations
implementing section 7 of the Act, the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90
days. The Service recommends that verification be completed by visiting the ECOS-IPaC
website at regular intervals during project planning and implementation for updates to species
lists and information. An updated list may be requested through the ECOS-IPaC system by
completing the same process used to receive the enclosed list.

The purpose of the process and consultation under the Act is to provide a means whereby
threatened and endangered species and the ecosystems upon which they depend may be
conserved. Under sections 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2) of the Act and its implementing regulations (50
CFR 402 et seq.), Federal agencies are required to utilize their authorities to carry out programs
for the conservation of threatened and endangered species and to determine whether projects may
affect threatened and endangered species and/or designated critical habitat.
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A Biological Assessment is required for construction projects (or other undertakings having
similar physical impacts) that are major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the
human environment as defined in the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332(2)
(c)). For projects other than major construction activities, the Service suggests that a biological
evaluation similar to a Biological Assessment be prepared to determine whether the project may
affect listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed critical habitat. Recommended
contents of a Biological Assessment are described at 50 CFR 402.12.

If a Federal agency determines, based on the Biological Assessment or biological evaluation, that
listed species and/or designated critical habitat may be affected by the proposed project, the
agency is required to consult with the Service pursuant to 50 CFR 402. In addition, the Service
recommends that candidate species, proposed species and proposed critical habitat be addressed
within the consultation. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7
consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the "Endangered
Species Consultation Handbook" at:

http://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/TOC-GLOS.PDF

Please be aware that bald and golden eagles are protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle
Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668 et seq.), and projects affecting these species may require
development of an eagle conservation plan
(http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/eagle_guidance.html). Additionally, wind energy projects
should follow the wind energy guidelines (http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/) for minimizing
impacts to migratory birds and bats.

Guidance for minimizing impacts to migratory birds for projects including communications
towers (e.g., cellular, digital television, radio, and emergency broadcast) can be found at:

http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/pdf/management/usfwscommunicationtowerguidance.pdf

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages
Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project
planning to further the purposes of the Act. Please include the Consultation Tracking Number in
the header of this letter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your project
that you submit to our office.

We can be reached at:

US Fish and Wildlife Service
1208 Main Street

Daphne, AL 36526
Attachment(s):

» Official Species List
» USFWS National Wildlife Refuges and Fish Hatcheries
» Migratory Birds
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Official Species List

This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed
action".

This species list is provided by:

Alabama Ecological Services Field Office
1208 B Main Street

Daphne, AL 36526-4419

(251) 441-5181
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Event Code: 04EA1000-2021-E-03688

Project Summary

Consultation Code:
Event Code:
Project Name:
Project Type:
Project Description:

Project Location:

04EA1000-2018-SLI-1094

Some(04EA1000-2021-E-03688)

R.L. Harris Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 2628-065)

POWER GENERATION

On June 1, 2018, Alabama Power Company (Alabama Power), licensee
for the existing R.L. Harris Hydroelectric Project No. 2628 (Harris
Project), filed a Pre-Application Document (PAD) and Notice of Intent
(NOI) to file an application for new license with the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission (Commission). The project is located on the
Tallapoosa River near the City of Lineville in Randolph, Clay, and
Cleburne Counties, Alabama. The Harris Project also includes land within
the James D. Martin-Skyline Wildlife Management Area (Skyline WMA)
located approximately 110 miles north of Harris Reservoir in Jackson
County, Alabama. The project occupies 4.90 acres of land administered by
the Bureau of Land Management.

As currently licensed, Alabama Power operates the project for multiple
purposes, including hydropower generation, water supply, public
recreation, and wildlife enhancement. Flood control and drought
management measures are described in the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Water Control Manual (WCM) for the Harris Project.

The principle project works consist of a dam with a gated spillway, a
9,870 acre reservoir (Harris Lake), a powerhouse containing two turbine/
generator units with a total installed capacity of 135 megawatts (MW), an
electrical substation, and two 1.5 mile-long transmission lines. The
average annual generation of the project is 151,878 megawatt-hours
(MWh).

Approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https://
www.google.com/maps/@33.37171433621417,-85.48517312495551,14z




Document Accession #: 20210928-3028 Filed Date: 09/28/2021
09/27/2021 Event Code: 04EA1000-2021-E-03688

ciel-rd 2o

Lo=vlis

gk ard

Counties: Clay, Cleburne and Randolph counties, Alabama
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Endangered Species Act Species
There is a total of 8 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list.

Species on this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include
species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species
list because a project could affect downstream species.

[PaC does not display listed species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA
Fisheries!, as USFWS does not have the authority to speak on behalf of NOAA and the
Department of Commerce.

See the "Ciritical habitats" section below for those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially
within your project area under this office's jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office
if you have questions.

1. NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an
office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of

Commerce.
Mammals
NAME STATUS
Indiana Bat Myotis sodalis Endangered

There is final critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not available.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5949

Northern Long-eared Bat Myotis septentrionalis Threatened
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045

Birds
NAME STATUS
Red-cockaded Woodpecker Picoides borealis Endangered

No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/7614

Clams
NAME STATUS
Finelined Pocketbook Lampsilis altilis Threatened

There is final critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not available.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1393

Southern Pigtoe Pleurobema georgianum Endangered
There is final critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not available.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1520
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Insects

NAME STATUS
Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippus Candidate

No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743

Flowering Plants
NAME STATUS

Little Amphianthus Amphianthus pusillus Threatened
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6445

White Fringeless Orchid Platanthera integrilabia Threatened
Population:
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1889

Critical habitats
THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA UNDER THIS OFFICE'S
JURISDICTION.
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USFWS National Wildlife Refuge Lands And Fish
Hatcheries

Any activity proposed on lands managed by the National Wildlife Refuge system must undergo a
'Compatibility Determination' conducted by the Refuge. Please contact the individual Refuges to
discuss any questions or concerns.

THERE ARE NO REFUGE LANDS OR FISH HATCHERIES WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA.
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Migratory Birds

Certain birds are protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act! and the Bald and Golden Eagle
Protection Act?.

Any person or organization who plans or conducts activities that may result in impacts to
migratory birds, eagles, and their habitats should follow appropriate regulations and consider
implementing appropriate conservation measures, as described below.

1. The Migratory Birds Treaty Act of 1918.
2. The Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act of 1940.
3. 50 C.F.R. Sec. 10.12 and 16 U.S.C. Sec. 668(a)

The birds listed below are birds of particular concern either because they occur on the USFWS
Birds of Conservation Concern (BCC) list or warrant special attention in your project location.
To learn more about the levels of concern for birds on your list and how this list is generated, see
the FAQ below. This is not a list of every bird you may find in this location, nor a guarantee that
every bird on this list will be found in your project area. To see exact locations of where birders
and the general public have sighted birds in and around your project area, visit the E-bird data
mapping tool (Tip: enter your location, desired date range and a species on your list). For
projects that occur off the Atlantic Coast, additional maps and models detailing the relative
occurrence and abundance of bird species on your list are available. Links to additional
information about Atlantic Coast birds, and other important information about your migratory
bird list, including how to properly interpret and use your migratory bird report, can be found
below.

For guidance on when to schedule activities or implement avoidance and minimization measures
to reduce impacts to migratory birds on your list, click on the PROBABILITY OF PRESENCE
SUMMARY at the top of your list to see when these birds are most likely to be present and
breeding in your project area.

BREEDING

NAME SEASON
Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus Breeds Sep 1 to

This is not a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) in this area, but warrants attention Aug 31

because of the Eagle Act or for potential susceptibilities in offshore areas from certain types

of development or activities.

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1626
Kentucky Warbler Oporornis formosus Breeds Apr 20

This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA  to Aug 20
and Alaska.
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BREEDING

NAME SEASON

Prairie Warbler Dendroica discolor Breeds May 1
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA  tg Jul 31
and Alaska.

Wood Thrush Hylocichla mustelina Breeds May 10
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA  tg Aug 31
and Alaska.

Probability Of Presence Summary

The graphs below provide our best understanding of when birds of concern are most likely to be
present in your project area. This information can be used to tailor and schedule your project
activities to avoid or minimize impacts to birds. Please make sure you read and understand the
FAQ "Proper Interpretation and Use of Your Migratory Bird Report" before using or attempting
to interpret this report.

Probability of Presence ()

Each green bar represents the bird's relative probability of presence in the 10km grid cell(s) your
project overlaps during a particular week of the year. (A year is represented as 12 4-week
months.) A taller bar indicates a higher probability of species presence. The survey effort (see
below) can be used to establish a level of confidence in the presence score. One can have higher
confidence in the presence score if the corresponding survey effort is also high.

How is the probability of presence score calculated? The calculation is done in three steps:

1. The probability of presence for each week is calculated as the number of survey events in
the week where the species was detected divided by the total number of survey events for
that week. For example, if in week 12 there were 20 survey events and the Spotted Towhee
was found in 5 of them, the probability of presence of the Spotted Towhee in week 12 is
0.25.

2. To properly present the pattern of presence across the year, the relative probability of
presence is calculated. This is the probability of presence divided by the maximum
probability of presence across all weeks. For example, imagine the probability of presence
in week 20 for the Spotted Towhee is 0.05, and that the probability of presence at week 12
(0.25) is the maximum of any week of the year. The relative probability of presence on
week 12 is 0.25/0.25 = 1; at week 20 it is 0.05/0.25 = 0.2.

3. The relative probability of presence calculated in the previous step undergoes a statistical
conversion so that all possible values fall between 0 and 10, inclusive. This is the
probability of presence score.

Breeding Season ( )

Yellow bars denote a very liberal estimate of the time-frame inside which the bird breeds across
its entire range. If there are no yellow bars shown for a bird, it does not breed in your project
area.
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Survey Effort (/)

Vertical black lines superimposed on probability of presence bars indicate the number of surveys
performed for that species in the 10km grid cell(s) your project area overlaps. The number of
surveys is expressed as a range, for example, 33 to 64 surveys.

No Data (-)
A week is marked as having no data if there were no survey events for that week.

Survey Timeframe

Surveys from only the last 10 years are used in order to ensure delivery of currently relevant
information. The exception to this is areas off the Atlantic coast, where bird returns are based on
all years of available data, since data in these areas is currently much more sparse.

probability of presence breeding season | survey effort — no data

SPECIES JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

Bald Eagle
Non-BCC
Vulnerable

Kentucky Warbler
BCC Rangewide
(CON)

Prairie Warbler
BCC Rangewide
(CON)

Wood Thrush
BCC Rangewide
(CON)

Additional information can be found using the following links:

* Birds of Conservation Concern http://www.fws.gov/birds/management/managed-species/
birds-of-conservation-concern.php

» Measures for avoiding and minimizing impacts to birds http://www.fws.gov/birds/
management/project-assessment-tools-and-guidance/
conservation-measures.php

» Nationwide conservation measures for birds http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/pdf/
management/nationwidestandardconservationmeasures.pdf

Migratory Birds FAQ

Tell me more about conservation measures I can implement to avoid or minimize impacts
to migratory birds.

Nationwide Conservation Measures describes measures that can help avoid and minimize
impacts to all birds at any location year round. Implementation of these measures is particularly
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important when birds are most likely to occur in the project area. When birds may be breeding in
the area, identifying the locations of any active nests and avoiding their destruction is a very
helpful impact minimization measure. To see when birds are most likely to occur and be breeding
in your project area, view the Probability of Presence Summary. Additional measures or permits
may be advisable depending on the type of activity you are conducting and the type of
infrastructure or bird species present on your project site.

What does IPaC use to generate the migratory birds potentially occurring in my specified
location?

The Migratory Bird Resource List is comprised of USFWS Birds of Conservation Concern
(BCCQC) and other species that may warrant special attention in your project location.

The migratory bird list generated for your project is derived from data provided by the Avian
Knowledge Network (AKN). The AKN data is based on a growing collection of survey, banding,
and citizen science datasets and is queried and filtered to return a list of those birds reported as
occurring in the 10km grid cell(s) which your project intersects, and that have been identified as
warranting special attention because they are a BCC species in that area, an eagle (Eagle Act
requirements may apply), or a species that has a particular vulnerability to offshore activities or
development.

Again, the Migratory Bird Resource list includes only a subset of birds that may occur in your
project area. It is not representative of all birds that may occur in your project area. To get a list
of all birds potentially present in your project area, please visit the AKIN Phenology Tool.

What does IPaC use to generate the probability of presence graphs for the migratory birds
potentially occurring in my specified location?

The probability of presence graphs associated with your migratory bird list are based on data
provided by the Avian Knowledge Network (AKN). This data is derived from a growing

collection of survey, banding, and citizen science datasets .

Probability of presence data is continuously being updated as new and better information
becomes available. To learn more about how the probability of presence graphs are produced and
how to interpret them, go the Probability of Presence Summary and then click on the "Tell me
about these graphs" link.

How do I know if a bird is breeding, wintering, migrating or present year-round in my
project area?

To see what part of a particular bird's range your project area falls within (i.e. breeding,
wintering, migrating or year-round), you may refer to the following resources: The Cornell Lab
of Ornithology All About Birds Bird Guide, or (if you are unsuccessful in locating the bird of
interest there), the Cornell Lab of Ornithology Neotropical Birds guide. If a bird on your
migratory bird species list has a breeding season associated with it, if that bird does occur in your
project area, there may be nests present at some point within the timeframe specified. If "Breeds
elsewhere" is indicated, then the bird likely does not breed in your project area.

What are the levels of concern for migratory birds?
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Migratory birds delivered through IPaC fall into the following distinct categories of concern:

1. "BCC Rangewide" birds are Birds of Conservation Concern (BCC) that are of concern
throughout their range anywhere within the USA (including Hawaii, the Pacific Islands,
Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands);

2. "BCC - BCR" birds are BCCs that are of concern only in particular Bird Conservation
Regions (BCRs) in the continental USA; and

3. "Non-BCC - Vulnerable" birds are not BCC species in your project area, but appear on
your list either because of the Eagle Act requirements (for eagles) or (for non-eagles)
potential susceptibilities in offshore areas from certain types of development or activities
(e.g. offshore energy development or longline fishing).

Although it is important to try to avoid and minimize impacts to all birds, efforts should be made,
in particular, to avoid and minimize impacts to the birds on this list, especially eagles and BCC
species of rangewide concern. For more information on conservation measures you can
implement to help avoid and minimize migratory bird impacts and requirements for eagles,
please see the FAQs for these topics.

Details about birds that are potentially affected by offshore projects

For additional details about the relative occurrence and abundance of both individual bird species
and groups of bird species within your project area off the Atlantic Coast, please visit the
Northeast Ocean Data Portal. The Portal also offers data and information about other taxa besides
birds that may be helpful to you in your project review. Alternately, you may download the bird
model results files underlying the portal maps through the NOAA NCCOS Integrative Statistical
Modeling and Predictive Mapping of Marine Bird Distributions and Abundance on the Atlantic
Outer Continental Shelf project webpage.

Bird tracking data can also provide additional details about occurrence and habitat use
throughout the year, including migration. Models relying on survey data may not include this
information. For additional information on marine bird tracking data, see the Diving Bird Study
and the nanotag studies or contact Caleb Spiegel or Pam Loring.

What if I have eagles on my list?
If your project has the potential to disturb or kill eagles, you may need to obtain a permit to avoid
violating the Eagle Act should such impacts occur.

Proper Interpretation and Use of Your Migratory Bird Report

The migratory bird list generated is not a list of all birds in your project area, only a subset of
birds of priority concern. To learn more about how your list is generated, and see options for
identifying what other birds may be in your project area, please see the FAQ "What does IPaC
use to generate the migratory birds potentially occurring in my specified location". Please be
aware this report provides the "probability of presence" of birds within the 10 km grid cell(s) that
overlap your project; not your exact project footprint. On the graphs provided, please also look
carefully at the survey effort (indicated by the black vertical bar) and for the existence of the "no
data" indicator (a red horizontal bar). A high survey effort is the key component. If the survey
effort is high, then the probability of presence score can be viewed as more dependable. In
contrast, a low survey effort bar or no data bar means a lack of data and, therefore, a lack of



Document Accession #: 20210928-3028 Filed Date: 09/28/2021
09/27/2021 Event Code: 04EA1000-2021-E-03688

certainty about presence of the species. This list is not perfect; it is simply a starting point for
identifying what birds of concern have the potential to be in your project area, when they might
be there, and if they might be breeding (which means nests might be present). The list helps you
know what to look for to confirm presence, and helps guide you in knowing when to implement
conservation measures to avoid or minimize potential impacts from your project activities,
should presence be confirmed. To learn more about conservation measures, visit the FAQ "Tell
me about conservation measures I can implement to avoid or minimize impacts to migratory
birds" at the bottom of your migratory bird trust resources page.
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Wetlands

Impacts to NWI wetlands and other aquatic habitats may be subject to regulation under Section
404 of the Clean Water Act, or other State/Federal statutes.

For more information please contact the Regulatory Program of the local U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers District.

Please note that the NWI data being shown may be out of date. We are currently working to
update our NWI data set. We recommend you verify these results with a site visit to determine
the actual extent of wetlands on site.

FRESHWATER EMERGENT WETLAND
= PEM1A

= PEM1Ah
» PEMIC
= PEM1Cb
» PEM1Ch
= PEM1Cx
= PEMIF
» PEM1Fb
= PEMI1Fh
FRESHWATER FORESTED/SHRUB WETLAND

= PFO1A
» PFOI1C
= PFO3A
= PSS1/3A
» PSSIA
= PSS1Ah
= PSS1AX
» PSSIC

= PSS1Ch
= PSS1F

» PSS2B

= PSS3A

FRESHWATER POND
= PUBFh

= PUBH
= PUBHh
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= PUBHx
* PUSA
» PUSC
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» R2UBH
= R3UBH
* R4SBC
= RS5UBH
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